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Be Imitators of God 
Ephesians 5:1-20 

 

I took this picture just outside of Ephesus in the port city 
of Kusadasi. 

Apparently in Turkey they make a distinction between 
cheap imitations and genuine fakes.   

A mother invited some people to dinner .  
At the table, she turned to her six-year-old daughter and 
said,   
"Would you like to say the blessing? "  
"I wouldn’t know what to say," the girl replied.   
"Just say what you hear Mommy say," the mom 
answered.   
The daughter bowed her head and said,   
"Lord, why on earth did I invite all these people to 
dinner?" 
 
Someone once said – “Children seldom misquote you. In 
fact, they usually repeat word for word what you shouldn't have said.” 

 
Little Sammy prayed one day - Dear GOD, I want to be just like my Daddy when I get 
big, - but not with so much hair all over. 
 
This morning I want to focus on what the apostle Paul wrote to the church at Ephesus – 
“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children”.   

I like the way the message Bible puts it - "Watch what God does, and then you do it, like 
children who learn proper behavior from their parents”.   

Verse 1 of Ephesians 5 is the key to the verses that follow.  The theme and message of 
verses 1-20 is - God wants us to be transformed and conformed more and more 
into His image and character and the way we do it is by imitating our God.   

It is interesting that the apostle Paul chose the word – mimic - in Ephesians 5:1 when 
he says – as children of God, imitate or mimic your heavenly Father!   

We may well ask though - What does it mean to imitate God?  Turn in your Bibles to 
Ephesians 5 where we discover what it means to imitate or mimic God.   

The key is found in a little word that Paul repeats 3 times in verses 1-20.  It is the word – 
“walk”.  Imitating God has to do with our walk.  Not all of your translations have the 
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word walk at verses 2, 8, 15 – but in the original Greek it is the same word in all 3 
instances.   

The word “walk” is used of course in a figurative sense and is an expression Paul uses 
often.  It refers to our conduct and how we live our lives as children of God.   

I think “walk” is a great word to describe how we live our lives in Christ.  It is step by 
step.  It is ongoing.  It is moment by moment, it is putting one foot in front of the other on 
the path of life.  And wherever that path may lead – no matter what unevenness, or 
bumps, or curves, or pot-holes.  Imitating God is a step by step process.  As Paul 
outlines in chapter 5 – it will involve 3 ways in which we are to walk.   

1st – Walk in Love (v2)  RDG 

The word “live” in the NIV is actually the word “walk”.  Paul commands – “walk in love”.  
Our perfect example of how to do this is Jesus.   

Jesus commanded us in John 15 - “love one another as I have loved you”.  We walk in 
love by imitating Jesus’ love.  And what is Jesus’ love like?  Paul indicates – in verse 2 - 
two ways we can imitate Jesus’ love 

1/ Be Giving Like Jesus 

Paul says in v2 – “just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us”.  This is what love 
does.  It gives itself to others who don’t even deserve it.   

1 John 3:16 adds – “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for 
us.”   

There are over 30 of what are called the “one another” passages in the New Testament 
– 4 of them are found in Ephesians:  

 4:2 – “bearing with one another in love” 

 4:32 – “be kind and compassionate to one another” 

 5:19 – “speak to one another with psalms, hymns, & spiritual songs” 

 5:21 – “submit to one another” 

All of these one another commands illustrate how we are to give ourselves in love to 
one another in the same way Jesus gave Himself in love to us.   

Let’s go back to the verse we read earlier – 1 John 3:16.  The first part of that verse 
says again - “This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.”  
But now notice the rest of the verse – “And we ought to lay down our lives for our 
brothers and sisters.” 

If we are going to take seriously what it means to imitate our God – we are going to 
have to take seriously walking in love as Jesus demonstrated for us.  He gave His all for 
us and we are called to give ourselves to one another in love as well.   



Be Imitators of God – Ephesians 5:1-20 – Message by Stephen Semple – BBC Feb 1, 2015 

 

Secondly – if we are going to imitate Jesus by walking in love as He did we also need to 
…  

2/ Be Forgiving Like Jesus 

The focus behind Paul’s words in v2 – “just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for 
us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” – is the forgiveness that Jesus provided 
through his sacrificial death on the cross.  Look also at how Paul put it at 4:32.  RDG 

At my son’s wedding a couple years ago I focused the message on the words of Paul in 
Colossians 3.  At verse 13 we read – “Bear with each other and forgive whatever 
grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  

 What are we to forgive?  “Whatever grievances” that’s everything 

 How are we to forgive? – “as the Lord forgave you”.   

I said to my son and his bride that day that if they were actually able to do that – then I 
guarantee they would have a good marriage that will last.   

The same is true of all our relationships – even in the church.  If we are actually able to 
forgive any grievances as the Lord forgave us – WOW! – I guarantee we will have a 
great church and one that will be noticed.  Jesus in fact said in John 13 – “A new 
command I give you.  …  As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  By this all 
(people) will know that you are my disciples.”  If we love this way – we will imitate God.  
We will be in the will of God.  Walk in love!   

2nd – Walk as children of Light (v8)  RDG 

Notice carefully what Paul says here.  He does not say what we may think – don’t walk 
in darkness, but walk in the light.  No, he says – once you were darkness, but now you 
are light in the Lord.  Therefore act like it – walk as children of the light.   

1/ We were once Darkness 

We may not have thought of ourselves as once darkness, but that is how God sees us 
because of our sin.  The evidence of our darkness and sin is found in verses 3-5 where 
Paul outlines what we need to avoid now as children of light.  (RDG) 

I remember when we moved from Mississauga to the country a number of years ago.  I 
couldn’t get over how dark it was up there.  The first night I got up to go to the bathroom 
and couldn’t see a thing in an unfamiliar house.  It took me forever to stumble my way 
there.  Darkness is disorienting, disturbing, and often dangerous.  This is why Paul says 
in verse 11 – “have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness”, but instead walk 
as children of the light because now we are light in the Lord.   

2/ We are now Light in the Lord 
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There is a radical shift that has taken place.  Just like at creation – one moment 
darkness covered the earth – the next moment God created the light.  One moment 
when we were not in Christ we were darkness – but the moment we put our trust in 
Jesus we are light in the Lord.   

And light transforms everything and transforms us.  This is what Paul is emphasizing in 
verse 9-10.  Instead of the fruitless deeds of darkness we produce good fruit.  Paul 
mentions some of this fruit in v9.  RDG – v9.   

What Paul is describing here is the positive change that happens when we are light in 
Christ and walk as children of Light.  We are transformed.  We grow more and more into 
the image of God and His Son Jesus Christ.  We begin to reflect His character as the 
God of Light to those around us.   

My question for us is simple – when people look at you what do they see – Light or 
Darkness?  Do they see the fruitless deeds or the abundant fruit?  Do they see the Light 
of God reflecting from you or the darkness of the devil?  Paul says – if you know Jesus 
– you are light so now live as children of light! 

3rd – Walk as Wise people (v15-17)  RDG 

The word “live” in v 15 of the NIV is again the word “walk”.  How do we walk as wise 
people?  Two ways are emphasized by Paul here.   

1/ Walking as wise people involves making the most of every opportunity.  (v16) 

Some translations use the word “time” instead of “opportunity”.  Opportunity is really a 
better translation.  There are 2 words in the Greek for time:  1) chromos – from which 
we get chronology – which has to do with minutes, hours, days and months of time.  & 
2) kairos – which is not focused on the passing of time but on times of opportunity, God-
given moments, or decisive times.  Paul is not trying to make us guilty about wasting a 
minute here or there – no – he is trying to get us to focus on the fact that God gives us 
opportunities all the time to walk with Him and serve Him and imitate Him – we need to 
be looking for these and taking advantage of them.  

Paul uses the same word in Galatians 6:10 – “as we have opportunity, let us do good 
to all people”.  The wise use every opportunity to display Light and Love to those 
around.  Wise people also use every opportunity to turn others from darkness to light.  
And the reason is – because the days are evil – there is darkness and sin in our world 
that needs the Light of Jesus shining in it.   

2/ Walking as wise people involves discerning the will of God. (v17) 

And not just discerning the will of God, but doing it.  Wisdom is longing for, seeking, 
knowing, loving, and doing the will of God as you walk in Him.  Like Jesus prayed – “Not 
my will, but your will be done”.  And like Jesus taught us to pray – “Your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth” - in my life and in your life.   
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God’s will for your life by the way – is not primarily found in a dream or vision or even 
through prayer.  God’s general will for your life is already laid out for you in His Word.  
The Bible outlines the important stuff.  If you do what is in His Word – such as imitating 
God by walking in love, walking as children of light and walking as wise – God will look 
after all the rest.  Like Jesus said in Matthew 6 – “seek first His kingdom and His 
righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”   

How Can We Imitate God?   

This is what it means to imitate God.  The big question I have and you may have is 
HOW?  How can we do it?  I know I don’t have the ability to do this.  I keep messing up.  
How can we possibly walk this way and imitate God?   

Fortunately Paul gives us the answer in verse 18.  The key is found in the presence, 
and person and power of the Holy Spirit.  RDG 

In the context and with the contrast with drunkenness in the passage – being filled with 
the Holy Spirit means to be under the influence of and controlled by the Holy Spirit.   

Let me also point out a couple of grammatical points about the verb Paul used here in 
the Greek to get the full meaning of this command.   

1/ The verb - “filled” - is in the present tense.  This implies that it is not something that 
is done once and is over, but rather it is ongoing.  We could translate it as something 
like – “be being filled with the Holy Spirit”.  We need to be filled with the Holy Spirit and 
go on being filled with the Spirit every day and every moment of the day.   

2/ The verb – “filled” - is also in what is called the passive voice.  This suggests it is not 
something we do, but what is done to us.  The New English Bible translates it as – “Let 
the Holy Spirit fill you”.   

When we allow the Holy Spirt to fill us and get rid of the sin and darkness so He can fill 
us, He begins a process of transforming us more and more into the image of God.   

Final Thoughts 

A number of years ago at my mom’s cottage we watched the incredible transformation 
of an ugly dragonfly nymph into a beautiful dragonfly.  It was amazing.  I like the way the 
legendary film producer Cecil B. DeMille described it.    

"One day as I was lying in a canoe, a big black beetle came out of the water and 
climbed up into the canoe. I watched it idly for some time. Under the heat of the sun, the 
beetle proceeded to die.  
 
"Then a strange thing happened. His glistening black shell cracked all the way down his 
back. Out of it came a shapeless mass, quickly transformed into beautiful, brilliantly 
colored life. As I watched in fascination, there gradually unfolded iridescent wings from 
which the sunlight flashed a thousand colors. The wings spread wide, as if in worship of 
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the sun. The blue-green body took shape. Before my eyes had occurred a 
metamorphosis-- the transformation of a hideous beetle into a gorgeous dragonfly, 
which started dipping and soaring over the water. But the body it had left behind still 
clung to my canoe.  
 
"I had witnessed what seemed to me a miracle. Out of the mud had come a beautiful 
new life. And the thought came to me, that if the Creator works such wonders with the 
lowliest of creatures, what may be in store for the human spirit?" 

That is God’s ultimate will for us – to transform us and conform us more and more into 
the image of Jesus.  Therefore – as dearly loved children – be imitators of God.   

 


