
ANGRY WITH GOD 

 

Baseball coach Billy Martin told about hunting trip he had in Texas with baseball legend Mickey 

Mantle. Mickey had a friend who would let them hunt on his ranch. When they reached the ranch, 

Mickey told Billy to wait in the car while he checked in with his friend.  Mantle's friend quickly gave 

them permission to hunt, but he asked Mickey a favor. He had an old mule out in the barn who was 

going blind, and he didn't have the heart to put him out of his misery. He asked Mickey to shoot the 

mule for him. Mickey decided to play a trick on his hunting partner.  When he came back to the car, he 

pretended to be angry. He scowled and slammed the door. Billy asked him what was wrong, and 

Mickey said his friend wouldn't let them hunt. "I'm so mad at that guy," Mantle said, "I'm going out to 

his barn and shoot one of his mules!"  Mantle drove like a maniac to the barn. Martin protested, "We 

can't do that!"  But Mickey was adamant. "Just watch me," he shouted.  When they got to the barn, 

Mantle jumped out of the car with his rifle, ran inside, and shot the mule. As he was leaving, though, 

he heard two shots, and he ran back to the car. He saw that Martin had taken out his rifle, too.  "What 

are you doing, Billy?" he yelled. Billy yelled back, face red with anger, "We'll show that son of a gun! 

I just killed two of his cows!"  Anger can be dangerously contagious.  As Proverbs puts it,  

 

Prov 22:24  Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man,  do not associate with one easily angered,  

25  or you may learn his ways  and get yourself ensnared. 

 

Are you prone to anger?  Do you find yourself losing your temper often?  There are times we all get 

angry at situations we face, but when was the last time you were angry with God? 

 

2 Kings 5:8  When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him 

this message: "Why have you torn your robes?  Have the man come to me and he will know that there 

is a prophet in Israel."  9  So  Naaman went with his horses and chariots and stopped at the door of 

Elisha's house.  10  Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, "Go, wash yourself seven times in the 

Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed."  11  But  Naaman  went away angry 

and said, "I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD 

his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy.  12  Are not Abana and Pharpar, the 

rivers of Damascus, better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn't I wash in them and be cleansed?" 

So he turned and went off in a rage.  13  Naaman's servants went to him and said, "My father, if the 

prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when 

he tells you, `Wash and be cleansed'!"  14  So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven 

times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a 

young boy. 

 

What is anger?  Anger flows from unmet expectations.  If you expecting one thing and get another the 

result can be anger.  If you and your wife have different ideas about how you are going to spend your 

day off there could be anger.  If you are driving home and are expecting to reach home soon but your 

car breaks down there could be anger.   

 

In this story there are 3 different people who each have to face their unmet expectations.  They each 

deal with it slightly differently but in each case the result is anger. 

 

1. Angry with God’s PLAN – the king 

 

In order to understand this story let’s look at the background; 

 



2 Kings 5:1-5  Now Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in 

the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to 

Aram. He was a valiant soldier, but he had leprosy.  2  Now bands from Aram had gone out and had 

taken captive a young girl from Israel, and she served Naaman's wife.  3  She said to her mistress, "If 

only my master would see the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy."  4  

Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said.  5  By all means, go, the 

king of Aram replied. "I will send a letter to the king of Israel." So Naaman left, taking with him ten 

talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. 

 

The Arameans were raiding Israel and causing a lot of trouble.  On one trip they kidnap a young 

Jewish girl and made her a slave.  Even though she could have been angry with what had happened to 

her, she shows compassion on her captors and tells them that God is able to heal Naaman.   

 

2 Kings 5:6  The letter that he took to the king of Israel read: "With this letter I am sending my servant  

Naaman  to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy."  7  As soon as the king of Israel read the 

letter, he tore his robes and said, "Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow 

send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!" 

 

When the king of Israel heard that the king of Aram had sent Naaman to him to be healed he became 

angry.  He felt like he was being forced into an impossible situation.  He was being asked to deliver 

something that he was not able to.   

 

Have you ever felt like that?  Have you ever felt like you were being placed into an impossible 

situation from which there was no way out?   I am sure there are times when we all face situation in 

life that overwhelm us and it is easy at times like that to get angry with God.  Impossible situations 

come:  Why did my spouse have to get cancer?  Why did my husband leave me?  Why did I lose my 

job just when things are so tight?  Why God do I have to face this impossible situation?   

 

How does Elisha deal with the situation?  In vs. 8 he says "Why have you torn your robes?  Have the 

man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel."  In other words, stop trying to 

handle the situation on your own and give it to God and let Him deal with it. 

 

In 1992 I was at Moody Bible College at a conference with some kids from my youth group.  A couple 

of guys wanted to have a pickup game of basketball.  We went to the Solheim Center and were getting 

ready to play when a guy came up and asked if his group could play us.  We said sure, thinking they 

were out of shape hacks like us.  They turned out to be the farm team for the Chicago bulls.  We truly 

were grasshoppers before them!  Just before we began one youth pastor said “guys, we are about to 

crushed.  But at least we’ll all have a great story to tell our youth when we get back tonight!” 

 

Like the king, many of us deal with anger simply because we have unrealistic expectations.  We get 

angry with God because we feel that He has failed us, but the real issue is our own expectations.  

Somehow we think as Christians that we should never have to go through hard times.  We expect God 

to remove difficulties from us because we are His children.  We expect to always have money, children 

that are perfect and live to 100.  In the story last week we read the story of a widow who was in a time 

of great crisis: 

 

2 Kings 4:1  The wife of a man from the company of the prophets cried out to Elisha, "Your servant 

my husband is dead, and you know that he revered the LORD. But now his creditor is coming to take 

my two boys as his slaves." 



This woman was in an impossible situation.  Her husband had served God but had died and now had 

nothing left.  As I try to read between the lines it looks like the widow was blaming God for her 

husband’s death.  Perhaps she felt that since her husband was in ministry that God should have kept 

him alive, that she should not have had to go through the crisis she was dealing with.  Maybe like her 

you are here today in crisis – angry with God’s plan.    

 

2. Angry with God’s PLACE - Naaman 

 

 Naaman eventually finds out where Elisha lives and goes to his house.  Instead of coming out to meet 

him personally, Elisha sends out a messenger and tells him what he needed to do to be healed.  

Naaman was angry because Elisha did not do what he expected him to do.  He felt he had travelled far 

enough and was important enough and held a high enough position that Elisha should have at least 

have come out to meet him personally.   

 

In addition, he felt that what he had been told to do was too simple and beneath him.  He was told to go 

and wash himself 7 times in the Jordan.  If you have ever been to Israel you know that the Jordan is not 

a beautiful river, it is a muddy creek.  He was angry with the place of importance and the place of 

healing he was given. 

 

How about you?  Is anyone here dissatisfied with where you are at in life right now?  Do you have a 

nagging dissatisfaction with your job or place in life?  You want God to heal you and use you but all 

you get is a muddy river to bath in? 

 

An important business executive boarded the New-Orleans-to-Washington train. He was a heavy 

sleeper, and he needed to be awakened in order to get off the train in Atlanta about 5 o’clock in the 

morning. He found a porter and told him, "I want you to wake me in order that I might get off the train 

at five o’clock in the morning.  Now I’m a heavy sleeper," he said. "It doesn’t matter how much I fret 

and fuss and fume or what I do to you — I have to get off the train in Atlanta. Even if you have to 

physically kick me off, whatever happens, make sure you get me off this train in Atlanta."  Well, the 

next morning he awakened about 9 o’clock, having slept all night and having missed Atlanta, speeding 

toward Washington. He located the porter and really poured it on with all sorts of abusive language, 

almost attacking the poor guy bodily.  After he left, someone said to the porter, "Wow! That the 

maddest man I ever saw!"  The porter said, "That’s nothing! You think he was angry - you should’ve 

heard that poor guy I mistakenly threw off the train in Atlanta this morning!"   Sometimes we are like 

that.  We want to be in Washington but find ourselves thrown off the train in Atlanta.  We are in the 

wrong place. 

 

What if Naaman had simply gone home to Aram, angered by God’s words to him?  There are a lot of 

people like that today.  They ask God for direction but they reject what they are told because it does 

not line up with what they consider to be important.  They shake their fist at God and say He is not fair 

but then fail to follow his Word for direction.        

 

Fortunately, Naaman’s servants ask him “if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you 

not have done it?”  The issue was not what Elisha had said but what Naaman was expecting.  The same 

is often true with us.  The problem is not God plan but our expectations. 

 

I love what Emily Kingsley says about disappointment and handling disappointment.  She’s talking 

about the disappointment when your kids don’t turn out the way you thought they ought to turn out – 

particularly a handicapped child.   



She says, “I’m often asked to describe the experience of raising a child with a disability.  To try to help 

people who have not shared that unique experience to understand it and to imagine how it would feel.  

It’s like this: When you’re going to have a baby, it’s like planning a fabulous vacation to Italy.  You 

buy a bunch of guidebooks and make your wonderful plans.  You’re going to see the coliseum, the 

Cistene chapel, the gondolas.  You may learn some handy phrases it Italian and it’s all very exciting.  

After several months of preparation and anticipation, the day finally arrives.  You pack your bags and 

off you go to Italy.  Several hours later, the plane lands.  The stewardess comes in and says, “Welcome 

to Holland.”  “Holland?” you say.  “I signed up for Italy.  I’m supposed to be in Italy.  All my life I’ve 

dreamed of going to Italy.”  But there’s been a change in the flight plans and they’ve landed in Holland 

and there you must stay.   

 

The important thing to remember is they haven’t taken you to a horrible, disgusting, filthy place filled 

with pestilence, famine and disease.  It’s just a different place.  So you must go out and buy new 

guidebooks and you must learn a whole new language and you must meet a whole new group of people 

that you would never have met before.  It’s just a different place.     

 

But after you’ve been there for a while and you catch your breath, you begin to look around and you 

begin to notice that Holland has windmills.  And Holland has tulips.  And Holland even has 

Rembrandts.  But everyone you know is busy coming and going from Italy and bragging about what a 

wonderful time they’ve had there.  And for the rest of your life you’ll say, ‘Yes, that’s where I was 

supposed to go.  At least that’s what I had planned.’  And the pain of that experience will never, ever, 

ever go away.  The loss of that dream is a very significant loss.  But, if you spend your life mourning 

the fact that you didn’t get to Italy, you may never be free to enjoy that very special, very lovely thing 

about Holland.” 

 

3. Angry with God’s PAY - Gehazi 

 

After Naaman is healed he goes back to thank Elisha and offers to pay him a great deal of money for 

healing him.  Elisha rejects the idea of payment recognizing that it was God who healed him and that 

all thanks should go to God alone.  However, Elisha’s servant Gehazi has other ideas.  He sees in this 

situation an opportunity to make some money. 

 

2 Kings 5:19  "Go in peace," Elisha said.  After  Naaman  had traveled some distance,  20  Gehazi, the 

servant of Elisha the man of God, said to himself, "My master was too easy on  Naaman , this 

Aramean, by not accepting from him what he brought. As surely as the LORD lives, I will run after 

him and get something from him."  21  So Gehazi hurried after  Naaman . When  Naaman  saw him 

running toward him, he got down from the chariot to meet him. "Is everything all right?" he asked.  22  

"Everything is all right," Gehazi answered. "My master sent me to say, `Two young men from the 

company of the prophets have just come to me from the hill country of Ephraim. Please give them a 

talent of silver and two sets of clothing.'" 

 

Gehazi thinks he got away with it, until he returns to find Elisha waiting for him: 

 

2 Kings 5:26  But Elisha said to him, "Was not my spirit with you when the man got down from his 

chariot to meet you? Is this the time to take money, or to accept clothes, olive groves, vineyards, 

flocks, herds, or menservants and maidservants?  27  Naaman's leprosy will cling to you and to your 

descendants forever." Then Gehazi went from Elisha's presence and he was leprous, as white as snow. 

 



Before we are too hard on Gehazi let’s ask ourselves if there is not a little bit of him in each one of us.  

Have you ever looked at a non-Christian and asked yourself why they had more money than you?  

Why should God allow the wicked to prosper and the righteous to suffer?  This was something I heard 

often in Kuwait.  Why doesn’t God reward those who labor for him with financial blessings?  The 

prophet Jeremiah asked God the same thing centuries ago:   

 

Jer 12:1  You are always righteous, O LORD, when I bring a case before you.  Yet I would speak with 

you about your justice:  Why does the way of the wicked prosper?  Why do all the faithless live at 

ease? … 4  How long will the land lie parched  and the grass in every field be withered?  Because 

those who live in it are wicked, the animals and birds have perished.  Moreover, the people are saying,  

“He will not see what happens to us.”   

 

Have you ever felt like that?  God, don’t you see what is happening to us?  Don’t you see I am 

struggling to make ends meet and I am drowning in debt?  How does God respond to Jeremiah?   

 

Jer 12:5  “If you have raced with men on foot and they have worn you out, how can you compete with 

horses?  If you stumble in safe country, how will you manage in the thickets by the Jordan?” 

 

In other words “trust me”.  In our own strength we will fail.  If we try to live life trusting in our own 

wisdom or wealth or resources then we will soon find ourselves worn out and broken.  Maybe you are 

here today and you feel like you have been wandering in the thickets by the Jordan.  Every step is 

painful and difficult.  Maybe you feel like you have been competing with horses.  You are trying to get 

ahead but no matter what you try you just can’t keep up. 

 

A story from Kansas told of an elderly lady driving a big expensive car. It seems that she was 

preparing to back into a parking space when suddenly a young man in a small sports car zoomed into 

the space ahead of her. The lady, angrily, asked why he had done that when he could see that she was 

trying to park there. His response was, "I’m young and I’m quick."  When he came out of the shopping 

center a few minutes later, he found the elderly lady using her big expensive car as a battering ram, 

backing up and then ramming into his car. He ran up to her and angrily asked her why she was 

destroying his car. Her response was, "Because I’m old and I’m rich." 

 

Are you angry with God today because you feel you do not have what you deserve?  Don’t be like 

Gehazi and try to go around God’s will by taking what you think you need or deserve.  It only leads to 

sorrow down the road.  Contentment in life is not getting more, it is recognizing that what you have is 

a gift from the Lord and learning to live on God’s sufficient provision. 

 

Story of our home in Virgil.  It was a lovely gift, but I took for granted the man who helped build it for 

us.  You will never be thankful for what you get until you are thankful for what you have. 

 

I was angry, for I had no shoes. Then I met a man who had no feet. -- Chinese Proverb 

 

We have seen today the story of 3 men who were angry with God because of unmet expectations.  

How about you?  Be careful of anger.  Control yourself! Anger is only one letter short of danger. 

 

"A lady once came to Billy Sunday and tried to rationalize her angry outbursts. "There’s nothing 

wrong with losing my temper," she said. "I blow up, and then it’s all over."  "So does a shotgun," 

Sunday replied, "and look at the damage it leaves behind!  


