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EXTENDING IN MISSION – Being Witnesses for Jesus (Acts 1:8) 

FOCUS 

If you were God how would you have done things?  Would you have done things the way God does?   

For example - Would you have created rats?  Do they serve any useful purpose whatsoever?  Or – how 
about mosquitos?   

Would you have created an aardvark?  They are very ugly creatures.   

Or how about Satan?  Satan is a created being.  Would you have created an angel like him who would 
fall and disrupt all your creation?   

Would you have sent Jesus, your one and only Son, into this sinful world to die for it as a sacrifice for 
sins?  I’m not sure we are really worth it.   

And then when Jesus went back to heaven, after His job on earth was done, would you have left the 
important task of telling people about salvation through Jesus up to people like you and me?  I’m not 
sure of the wisdom of that are you?  I mean God could have just written the message in the sky for all 
to see.  God could have sent angels to the do the job.  But instead God did something really odd – he 
sent us.   

God’s plan for the evangelization of the world and the extension of His kingdom is spelled out for us in 
Acts 1:8.  Turn in your Bibles to Acts 1:8 or take a look at the verse on the screen.   

Acts 1:8 proclaims – “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”   

This is a key verse in the whole of the book of Acts and especially the concept of being a “witness”.  The 
word “witness”, in its various forms, occurs about 39 times in Acts.   

You and I are clearly called by our Lord Jesus Christ to be His witnesses where we are and to the ends 
of the earth.   

Over the last few weeks we’ve been outlining the key pillars of the church – worship (the exaltation of 
the church) / fellowship (the embrace of the church) / and discipleship (the equipping of the church).  
Today we will look at the 4th pillar – the mission of the church or it’s extension.   

Acts 1:8 is a great verse that spells out some important lessons for us about the why and how and 
where of our mission or our witness for Jesus.   

1/  WHY SHOULD WE BE JESUS’ WITNESSES 

First of all because Jesus said so.  He commanded us here and elsewhere to be His witnesses.  It is His 
mandate for us.   

Acts 1:8 comes just before Jesus was taken up to heaven.  These words are like His last will and 
testament.  The task of believers is to be witnesses for Him – to carry on His work and mission, 
otherwise He would have taken all the believers up with Him to heaven right there and then.  But, He 
didn’t.  He left the disciples and you and I here to carry on His work and to be His witnesses.   



Similar commands or mandates from Jesus are recorded in the Gospels.   

At the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, when He called His first disciples, He said they, and all His followers, 
were to be “fishers of people”, (Mat 4:19) 

While Jesus met with His disciples in the Upper Room the night before He would be crucified He said, 
as recorded in John 20:21 – “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”   

In the same time frame as at Acts 1:8, just before Jesus’ ascension back into heaven 40 days after the 
resurrection, Matthew records Jesus’ mandate this way – “Go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them … and teaching them …”  (Mat 28:19) 

Luke, the same author of Acts wrote in Luke 24:47-49 Jesus’ words to His disciples:  “repentance and 
forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  You are 
witnesses of these things.  I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city 
until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

It is clear that Jesus calls us to be His witnesses.  It is not an option.  It is His clear command to His 
followers.   

There is a second reason in Acts 1 for being on mission and witness for Jesus.   

The fact that Jesus commanded it ought to be motivation enough, but imbedded in the context is also 
Jesus’ promise of His coming again to establish His kingdom.  This too is motivation to be a witness for 
Christ until that day of His appearing.   

Look at vv6,7.  The disciples of Jesus were wondering if Jesus was about to set up His eternal kingdom 
right then and there.  Jesus basically said in response – don’t worry about that right now.  In fact you 
will never know when the time of my return will be.  In fact - it is not for you to know.   

Verse 8 provides the contrast.  The first word is “but”.  “But”, in the meantime, Jesus is saying, you 
have an important job to do – be my witnesses.  At verse 11, after Jesus ascended, angels showed up 
to remind the disciples again that Jesus would return.  In the meantime the important thing for them 
and for all believers to do is to be witnesses for Him – “to proclaim His death until He comes”, to 
borrow the words from 1 Corinthians 11.    

Remember too what Jesus said in Matthew 24:14 – “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in 
the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” 

Jesus directly links His return to the fulfillment of the Great Commission.  Don’t you find that 
interesting and challenging?   

We have a task that Jesus expects us to finish before and in light of His coming again.   The gospel 
needs to be preached to all nations or peoples so that there will be in heaven people from every tribe 
and tongue and people group worshipping our God.   

We do this because Jesus said so, and in light of His coming back which could be at any time.  James O. 
Fraser challenges us with these words:   

If our Master returned today to find millions of people unevangelized,  
and looked to us, as of course He would, for an explanation,  
I cannot imagine what explanation we should have to give.   



Of one thing I am certain – that most of the excuses we are accustomed to make with such good 
conscience now,  

we shall be wholly ashamed of then.” 

2/  HOW SHOULD WE BE JESUS’ WITNESSES 
The word witness simply means giving a testimony or affirmations of who Jesus is and what you know 
of Him.  For most of us being a witness means talking about Jesus in a natural way to the people we 
naturally come into contact with – through our family connections, our neighborhood connections, our 
community connections, our work connections, our church connections, our friendships, or our 
ministry connections and outreaches.   

Being a witness for Jesus is like gardening.   

First we cultivate the ground – we build relationships with people.  We become a friend of sinners like 
Jesus was.  We love and care and show concern and compassion for the people we come into contact 
with – we love our neighbours as ourselves.   

Second we plant – we plant seeds of thought about the hope and the blessings we have in Jesus Christ.   

Third we are to water and fertilize the seeds that are planted.  We look for opportunities from the Holy 
Spirit to communicate the essence of the gospel in clear terms – that Jesus died for our sins according 
to the Scriptures, and that He was raised from the dead according to the Scriptures to give us new life 
in Him.   

The final stage is the harvest – where the Lord adds to His church those who are being saved.   

And notice something else very important and encouraging about being a witness for Jesus.  We don’t 
do it in our own strength.  We do it through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.  “You will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you”, Jesus said, and through His presence and power 
“you will be my witnesses”.   

Jesus had already been emphasizing this to His disciples.  Look at v4.  Jesus instructed his followers to 
stay in Jerusalem until the Holy Spirit comes on you.  These are the same words that Luke recorded in 
his gospel at Luke 24:49.  At verse 5 Jesus reminded His followers of words He had spoken to them 
before that John the Baptist baptized with water, but pretty soon you will be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.   

This is what took place on the Day of Pentecost as recorded in the incredible events of Acts chapter 2.  
So - what happens when the Holy Spirit comes on people?   

Many things.  But in Acts and in the early church, there is one key result of the coming of the Holy Spirit 
upon the church – and that was – Boldness – boldness in being a witness for Jesus.  Take a look at 4:31 
- “After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.” 

You know the biggest obstacle to the evangelization of the world is you and me who are not filled with 
the Holy Spirit and the boldness he brings.  Instead we are often filled with fear - but Paul said in 2 
Timothy 1:7 that God “did not give us the spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power”.  That power and 
boldness comes through the Holy Spirit.   



If you walk into a Christian book store you will find a lot of books on church growth and evangelism.  I 
have read a number of them and have a number of them in my office.  Usually they focus on human 
means and ideas.  These are often helpful, but the book of Acts has a simple plan for witnessing and 
the extension of His kingdom.  Be filled with the Holy Spirit!  Because being filled with the Holy Spirit 
results in boldness, guidance, wisdom, love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness and 
self-control.  This is exactly what is needed to be an effective witness for Jesus and to expand and 
extend His kingdom on earth before He returns.   

3/ WHERE SHOULD WE BE JESUS’ WITNESSES?   

Jesus outlined the sphere and scope for witnessing in Acts 1:8.  For the disciples it was to be to 
Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the earth.   

It is interesting that Jesus told the apostles to stay in Jerusalem and begin their witness for Him there.  
Why?  Most of the apostles were from Galilee.  Why not go back home to be a witness?  Why 
Jerusalem?   

A clue comes from Acts 2:5 – “Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation 
under heaven.” 

The reason Jesus wanted them to remain in Jerusalem was so that the gospel would spread quickly 
through all those already in Jerusalem at the time.  The plan was that those from many nations who 
came to Christ would return and tell others and the Gospel would extend beyond Jerusalem very 
quickly.   

As I was thinking about this – it seems to me that God has also given us an incredible opportunity here 
in Brampton to impact the world.  We have people here from all over the globe.  If we reach our 
neighbour for Christ who is say – an immigrant from India.  Chances are they still have relatives and 
friends in India.  Chances are they will go back to India from time to time.  And the Gospel has a chance 
of spreading even further through our witness to our neighbour.  This is what took place in Jerusalem 
in Acts.   

The early church was faithful in being a witness where they were – to neighbours, family, friends, and 
co-workers.  We have the same responsibility to reach our Jerusalem.  PTL for people like Richard who 
reach out so effectively the people God has brought to us.   

But Acts 1:8 also says – move out from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth.  
The work of being a witness of Jesus is not done until all the world is reached with the good news of 
Jesus.   

Again – as Jesus said in Matthew 24:14 - “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole 
world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” 

As a church we pray for and support the work of missions in – Poland and Peru, Italy and India, Canada 
and Cameroon, and 11 other countries around the world.  We have the privilege of supporting 30 + 
missionary families around the globe – many of whom have come out of our own church body.  Praise 
the Lord.  As we continue to be faithful in doing this we are being Jesus’ witnesses.    

Some of us though may also be called to be directly involved by going to another part of the world to 
be a witness for Jesus – perhaps for a short term or even as a career missionary.  We need to pray that 



God would indeed send forth many others to mission work from our midst as He has done in the past.  
The work is not yet done.  There are still many people groups around the world who have not yet been 
reached with the Gospel.   

Did you know that - according to the Joshua Project – there are still about 7,000 of the 16,000 or so 
people groups around the world who have not been reached.  This represents almost 3 billion of the 
almost 7 billion people in our world.  These are people who may never hear the good news of Jesus 
unless we are faithful in going in the power of the Holy Spirit as witnesses for Jesus.  Many of us need 
to respond to our Lord’s call.   

Let me clarify one thing in Acts 1:8.  Notice that Jesus did not say be a witness first in Jerusalem THEN 
Judea THEN Samaria THEN the ends of the earth.  No, He said AND.  Our mission is to extend the 
witness of Jesus both across the street AND around the world.  The Great Commission says the same 
thing – “Go and make disciples – where? - of all nations or peoples”.  We are to reach our Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth simultaneously.  All are equally important.  That is how the 
kingdom of God will be extended and expanded.   

The early church, by the way, misunderstood this at first and spent all their time in Jerusalem - until 
great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem and all except the apostles were scattered 
throughout Judea and Samaria – as recorded in Acts 8:1.   

Once the early church began to be witnesses though in Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth – the 
church expanded quickly and wonderfully as the book of Acts goes on to outline.   

Can the same thing happen today?  Well - Do we have the same mandate?  Do we have the same 
motivation of Christ’s return?  Do we have the same Holy Spirit?   

Chris Wright in addressing the Third Lausanne conference on world evangelization in South Africa, said 
this in October 2010:   

“What do you think is the greatest obstacle to God’s desire for the evangelisation of the world?  It’s not 
other religions. It’s not persecution. It’s not resistant cultures. 

“The greatest problem for God in his redemptive mission for the world is his own people.” 


