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Dinner was done, table cleared, dishes packed away.  It was 

Saturday night, time for some downtime before a busy day 

ahead.  Being a Pastors Kid meant being one of the first families 

to church and one of the last to leave.  It meant a lot of your 

time revolved around what was going on at church.  When we 

were younger Saturday night also meant family devotions.  I 

remember being ready with my Bible in hand, we had these 

books called hymn books back then and we’d each get to pick a 

song and as a family we’d sing.  My dad would read from the 

Bible and as we got older, we would all take turns and then we 

would finish in prayer.  

As I grew into my teenage years – it wasn’t quite the same – 

we’d hear those dreaded words “Family Devotions” – and I’d 

roll my eyes and think to myself not again – I mean we just 

went to youth on Friday and are going to church on Sunday so 

why do we have to give up Saturday nights too?  My brother 

and I would hope that maybe someone would come over for 

dinner or there would be some interruption … but guess what if 

you came for dinner, you got to join into devotions too!   

As I look back at this I realize the effort my parents put in to 

establishing intentional family time with God.  I’m sure there 

were nights when they didn’t want to do it, or were too tired.  

But they stuck with it, despite my brothers or my very vocal 

objections!  And I am thankful.   I’m not a parent but I am a 

result of parenting and I can honestly say that throughout my 

life my parents have truly stood firm and solid in God. They are 

my biggest spiritual influencers and have shown me through 

the good and bad times what it means to trust in God and have 
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faith in Him.  You see, consistently throughout my life they 

parented upwards – constantly pointing me towards God.   

Parents, you are not required to make the life choices for your 

child, you are responsible to equip them so that they can make 

the best life choices.  This training begins from the time they 

are young – to constantly pointing them towards God in all 

areas of your life.  And the best way to do this? By Showing 

them what God means to you, by standing firm in your faith 

and putting God first in your life!   

Don’t worry, I’m not just talking to parents, I’m talking about 

Christians.  The best way to show others who God is and His 

love, is to stand up for what you believe in, in all areas of your 

life and live His love out! 

We all have opportunities to stand up for Christ in our day to 

day lives, but do we always take those opportunities?  I know 

there have been times in my life where I’ve taken the easy way 

out and said or did nothing at all.  But our choices in life define 

us and reflect who God is, in us.  And those actions can be the 

best way to truly show others who God is and to show children, 

friends and family members what it means to Stand Firm in 

your faith and live for God. 

Today I’d like to take a look at a story in Daniel – now you may 

of heard of Daniel and the Lions' Den, or even the story of 

Shadrach Meshach and Abednego and the fiery furnace.  Well 

I’m not talking about those stories … I’m talking about a story 

from Daniels, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego's life from 

when they were all younger it is found in Daniel chapter 1.  
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Daniel 1 tells us that young men from Judah were taken into 

the court to be taught the ways of the Babylonians.  These 

young men had been taught from very young and were being 

raised to be leaders in Judah. So when the Babylonians 

conquered Judah, they wanted to invest in the young men who 

were being groomed for leadership - because they would make 

great leaders and they could shape, mold and influence them 

with a Babylonian world view. 4 of these young men were 

Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and they had a 

choice to make. Would they stand up for what they believed in, 

or be swayed by what was popular and allowed in their new 

home.   

(SKIT) “TACOS & TWINKIES” 

We may have taken some creative liberties, however I think the 

point comes across. Daniel was faced with a choice and He 

chose to Stand Firm in what God wanted from Him.  In fact 

Daniel Chapter 1 verse 8 & 9 it says: But Daniel resolved not to 

defile himself with the royal food and wine, he asked the chief 

official for permission not to defile himself this way, Now God 

had caused the official to show favour and compassion to 

Daniel."  

See right from the beginning Daniels choices were honoring 

God, and God was with Him every step of the way.  Standing up 

for God's way may not always be the easiest thing to do - but it 

is always the right thing to do. 

So how was He able to do it? I mean here's a young man, 

essentially a stranger in a very secular society, being introduced 
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to new concepts and new ways of living.  He could of just gone 

with the flow and dismissed all that God stuff as old teachings 

and customs. But He didn't, somewhere along His young life 

Daniel had learned to Set His Standards.  And it's clear to see 

that His standard was to put God first.   

But it's kind of hard to set a standard if you don't know what 

you believe in.  From a young child Daniel would of been a 

student of Torah. He would have learned the 10 

commandments and other expectations God had of His chosen 

people.   

He would of Learned Deuteronomy 6:5 "Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and all your soul and all your strength." He 

would have had leaders and people in his community and his 

parents teaching him Gods way. they would of been living out 

verses 6-7 "These commandments that I give you today are to 

be on your hearts. Impress them upon your children. Talk about 

them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, 

when you lie down and when you get up"   

Following God was for All areas of your life. ANd Daniel knew 

that.  He had been shown that, so when it came time to face 

choices in a strange land, in hard circumstances, when it could 

have been easier to do what everyone else was doing, He was 

able to stand Firm and honour God.   

In the new testament Jesus reminds us of that same 

commandment, Mark 12 verse 31 says: "Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind and with all your strength." This is what God requires of 
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those who believe in Him - This is how we live our lives 

honouring God.  By letting who God is be in every aspect of our 

lives and by showing that to others, our friends, family and 

children.  Plus Jesus shares a second commandment "Love your 

neighbour as yourself"  

 The second doesn't have meaning unless the first is being lived.  

Because we love God we love others.  Many times we seem to 

get the 2 confused - we shy away for Standing up and 

honouring God because we don't want to offend others, as if 

somehow loving someone means we agree with them.   We 

worry about offending others with "God's way" but how often 

do we worry about offending God? 

Daniel realized that He had to put God first in order to be the 

person God wanted him to be.  His relationship with God 

shaped the choices for his day to day living.  He set standards 

based of His Love for God and what God expected of Him.   

We need to take time to set our standards in our day to day 

lives. Certain things we know God says You should or shouldn't. 

But what about those areas where it comes down to preference 

or socially acceptable.   In his writing to the Corinthians Paul 

discusses this idea.  1 Corinthians 10:23 in the New living 

Translation says: You say "I am allowed to do anything" but not 

everything is good for you. You say I am allowed to do anything, 

but not everything is beneficial.  

Wait, What? that sounds like these days. I have rights - I am 

allowed - these are age old arguments. Daniel faced them in His 
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day, Paul faced them in His day and we are still facing them 

today! 

A lesson I keep in mind when setting my standards is just 

because something is permissible doesn't make it beneficial.  

We may all have different standards and we may not all agree - 

but at some point we have to weigh what we believe and set 

the standards and stand firm. You know that saying "Stand Up 

for something or your fall for anything"   

As a Christ follower, someone who has chosen to have a 

relationship with God - we are called to love and honour Him. 

And to show others His Love in our lives. As parents you also 

have that mission field to share His love in your home with your 

kids.  They are looking to you to set your standards and show 

them how to set theirs.  And not only to set them, but to live 

them out, even when it's hard. How do we do that? 

By Looking and Leading Upwards. 

Daniel Had to choose to honour God, but he also looked to God 

for help in His situation.  He had to trust that God's way would 

be the best way. I mean essentially He was rejecting what the 

King had offered them, an offence which could be punishable 

by death based on the whims of a king.  But God had caused 

the royal official to show grace to Daniel and he allowed the 

test to happen even though he himself could be in trouble with 

the king.  Our God is faithful and at the end of the test, it was 

shown that the young men who honoured God had surpassed 

the other young men in training.   
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I'm sure that growing up Daniel would of heard stories of the 

heroes of old men of renown and valour like Abraham, Moses 

and Joshua. He would have learned that God is faithful and with 

you always and that when you have something God wants you 

to do, he is there with you.   

Joshua 1:9 reminds us to Be strong and courageous, do not be 

afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes 

with you. He will never leave you or forsake you. 

And he didn't just make these choices for himself.  He was the 

spokesperson for the group of them.  He was a leader and 

influencer and He used that ability to point others towards God.  

He Lead upwards.   

Boys and Girls, Moms and Dads, friends and family we all have 

the ability to lead upwards and point others towards God.  

When we consistently do that in our lives we are able to truly 

show God's love.  We do the things that go above and beyond 

expectations because we love God and all that we do honours 

him.  We choose not to lie or cheat on a test, or talk about 

somebody behind their back or put a classmate or coworker 

down.  We encourage when others are discouraged, we work 

hard to show ourselves approved because our lives reflect God 

in us.  We give money away, we share what we have, we 

welcome others in our homes and support missionaries in far 

away lands.  We hold on to what God wants and our worldview 

should be different from those who don't know God. Because 

who God is should impact all areas in our lives. 
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When we look upwards and rely on God to help us in all 

situations amazing things happen.  When we are faithful to God 

we see His faithfulness in our lives.  I love how chapter 1 of 

Daniel ends. In verses 17-20 it says: To these four young men 

God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of 

literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions 

and dreams of all kinds. At the end of the time set by the king 

to bring them into his service, the chief, official presented them 

to Nebuchadnezzar. The King talked with them and He found 

none equal to Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. so 

they entered the Kings service. In every matter of wisdom and 

understanding about which the king questioned them he found 

them 10 times better than all the magicians and enchanters in 

his whole kingdom" 

I know that God is faithful.  The stories I mentioned earlier - 

Daniel and the Lions Den, The Fiery furnace with Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego.  Those moments of Standing Firm and 

honouring what God wanted in their lives didn't happen 

overnight. It came from years of making smaller choices to 

honour God, so that when the big ones came, they could Stand 

firm and look upwards to God for help. 

In my life I want to be able to do the same. Live out my faith, 

trust God with the little things so that when the big things 

happen I can Stand Firm and put my trust in God.  I can only 

hope that you want that to.  No matter our age, whether you 

are a young child or have seen quite a few years, God has called 

us to honour him in our own ways.   
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I always think of the end result - that one day I would love to 

stand before God and say "I have fought the good fight, I have 

finished the race, and I have remained faithful"  and that starts 

with living for God every day. Daily relying on him and spending 

time with him so that I am able to grow and be who He wants 

me to be.   In order to Stand Firm and honour Him you need to 

set your standards and look and lead upwards.   

Remember you are not alone - God is with you. Philippians 4:13 

says "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me" 

Boys and Girls you can stand up for God, Moms and Dads you 

can be amazing examples. Followers of Christ you can shine and 

share who God is with those around you ... when you stand up 

for what you believe in.   In fact I'm pretty sure there are some 

special guests who would like to take some time to remind you 

to do just that!  

 


