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Faith Awakens: Family Sunday Christmas 2015 

 

A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away. . . 

Well, not a galaxy far, far away. A long time ago, in a land sort of far away. It is a period of unrest for 

the people of God. The Empire of King Herod – backed by the Roman oppressors – is a dark force in 

the land of Judah. Who can bring light into this dark situation? Who can bring light into the even 

deeper darkness of our own sin? 

 

Men from the east believe they have found the answer. These men – who some call wise, some call 

Magi, some say they were kings – they spot a new light in the night sky. They follow this star 

believing that it will lead them to another light. A light for all men and women. The light of the 

world– the one sent of God. 

It’s the light spoken of in the book of John 

 
John 1:1-5 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 

made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 

We don’t know much about these men we call Magi. We know they came from the east. We know 

they were looking for a newborn king. We know that they came bearing gifts. 

Tradition tells us that there were three of them, though we don’t know that for sure. We don’t 

really know how smart these men we call wise really were. 

 

So I invite you to imagine with us as we go on a journey with the Magi following a star. Although 

you’ve never met them, you might find these Wise Men seem quite familiar. And yet, they’re 

something from out of this world. 
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NARRATOR: A long, long time ago in a country far, far away, there lived three men. By all accounts they 
were very wise men. They had it all: strength, courage, smarts. You could say they were quite a force to be 
reckoned with. These wise men were Luke Sky- watcher. 
 
Luke enters and stands stage left, looking up at the sky the entire time. 
 
LUKE: Beautiful night for some stargazing. NARRATOR: Only One Kenobi. 
Only One enters with his cellphone snapping selfies.  
 
ONLY ONE: There’s only one star I see and that’s me. NARRATOR: And of course, the little guy, Yoma. 
Yoma enters, talking on his phone. 
 
YOMA: In a skit, I am. Call you back later, I will. 
 
Luke looks into the telescope. 
 
NARRATOR: For all of their strength, courage, and smarts, there was one area where these wise men 
weren’t so wise at all. 
 
Luke and Yoma look over at the Narrator offended. Only One is still looking in the mirror. 
 
LUKE: That’s not very nice to say.  
YOMA: Offended, I am. 
LUKE: You going to chime in here, Only One? 
 
Only One looks up from his mirror. 
 
ONLY ONE: What? Oh, yeah. (to Narrator) How dare you? 
 
NARRATOR: Anyway, these men were wise in every way but one: where they put their faith. We all put our 
faith in something – and unless we’re putting our faith in God, we’re putting it in the wrong place. Only One 
Kenobi put all of his faith into himself. 
 
Only One is looking in the mirror. 
 
ONLY ONE: Who’s the best wise man? You are. You’re the best wise man. 
 
NARRATOR: Any situation he faced, Only One trusted in himself to figure it out. Yoma put his faith in others. 
 
Yoma is on his phone. 
 
YOMA: Yo, ma. It’s me, Yoma. 
 
NARRATOR: Whenever trouble arose, Yoma relied on his family and friends to bale him out. 
 
YOMA: Lost my job, I did. Money for groceries, I need. 
 
ONLY ONE: (pointing to Luke) What about him? What’s he put his faith in? 
 
Luke never looks up from the telescope. 
 
LUKE: I put my faith in science. You have to put your faith in something that won’t ever change. Family and 
friends can let us down. 
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YOMA: (into phone) Giving me money, you won’t? Cutting me off, you are? LUKE: And we can’t hope in 
ourselves either. 
ONLY ONE: Why not? I never change. 
 
Luke looks up momentarily. 
 
LUKE: Are you getting a wrinkle? 
 
Only One turns to his mirror. He is horrified by what he sees. 
 
LUKE: No, I trust in what I can see, feel, and taste. My faith is in science, something that never changes. 
 
NARRATOR: God is the only one that never changes. 
 
LUKE: Not true. Every night when I look into the sky, it’s the same sky. The same constellations, the same 
moon, the same stars. I’m not going to look into this telescope one day and suddenly see a new star. 
 
Luke looks into his telescope and gasps. 
 
ONLY ONE: What is it? 
 
LUKE: A. . . a new star. . . It can’t be. . . All hope is lost. ONLY ONE: (looking in mirror) All hope is lost. 
YOMA: (looking at phone) Lost, all hope is. 
 
NARRATOR: Hope is not lost. You just have to put your faith in the right place. Don’t hope in you; have faith 
in the one who made you. Don’t hope in your family; have faith in the one who gave you a family. Don’t 
hope in the stars; put your faith in the one who put the stars in the sky. God. 
 
ONLY ONE: She’s right. I’m going to put my faith in God. I’m putting away the mirror. 
 
Only One sets down the mirror. 
 
YOMA: Me too. Stop asking for rent money from my father, I will LUKE: I’m going to follow that star. 
NARRATOR: Why? 
 
LUKE: If God put a whole new star in the sky, there must have been a reason. I’m trusting and hoping in him 
to show me what that reason is. I’m taking a step of Faith and I’m following that star. 
 
Luke exits. 
 
ONLY ONE: I’m coming too. 
 
YOMA: For me, wait up. Coming along, I am. 
 
Only One and Yoma exit. End. 
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What made them take this step, begin this journey? The star trip begins with a step of faith. The 

belief that there was something more, the Magi followed the star with the hope – that it would lead 

them to a new king. But this journey began many years before that. It started with a faith in God; 

A faith that ended up spreading the scriptures and the message of God all the way to the East, 

through men like Daniel and others who were exiled but still lived out their faith in a foreign 

land.  For centuries, the faithful had put their trust in God to send a savior to deliver them from 

their enemies: the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the Romans. God was preparing something greater. 

He was sending his own son into the world – the only one who could deliver the people from the 

greatest enemy: Sin. 

 

God spoke through prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Joel. These prophets told the people, “Have 

hope. God has not forgotten us. The Messiah, the Savior, the Christ is coming. One of those 

messages, delivered by the prophet Micah, would have a crucial role to play in the journey of the 

Magi hundreds of years later. 

 
Micah 5:1-5a 

Marshal your troops now, city of troops, for a siege is laid against us. 

They will strike Israel’s ruler on the cheek with a rod. 

 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come 

for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times.” 

 

Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor bears a son, and the rest of 

his brothers return to join the Israelites. 

 

He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord 

his God. 
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And they will live securely, for then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. 

 

And he will be our peace. 

 

 
That star was more than just a light in the night sky. That star was a promise. A promise from God 

that those who followed this light would be lead to another light: the light of the world. And if we 

can know anything, it’s that God keeps his promises. 

 

God promised to make Abraham the father of a great nation, and he delivered on that promise. He 

promised to free the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, and he did. He promised David success, 

Solomon wisdom, and Elizabeth a child. Every promise God makes he keeps. 

 

These stories remind us that God did not just make the universe and then step aside for things to 

work themselves out. He stoops down into our lives and gets involved. He creates a new star to get 

the attention of some stargazers. He sends an angel to tell a young virgin that she will give birth to 

the Savior of the world.  We serve a massive, beautiful, all-powerful God whose goodness 

reaches far beyond the outer edges of this universe. His love for you and me could not be 

contained or stopped by anything—not by time or space or even our own rebellion against Him. 

And do you know something else about our God? He always, always, always keeps His 

promises. 

 
For hundreds of years, God’s people waited for the Messiah to arrive. They doubted the voices 

of the prophets and wondered if they had it all wrong. 400 years of silence – not hearing from 

God!  

During this time we see Israel slip into idolatry over and over, we see rebellions and the fall of 

an empire - yet God’s faithful promise kept rolling forward through history until it was just the 
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right time. From the time after the prophets to the birth of Christ we see the rise and fall of the 

greek empire and the rise of the Roman empire, we see roads being built, governments formed 

and things coming into alignment – the scene is set! The time has come.   

We see that there are still those who studied the scriptures and were waiting on God to fulfill 

His promises. Why were there still people trusting in God and keeping their faith in Him when it 

seemed like He’s abandoned them?  I’m sure people laughed at them, maybe told them God 

wasn’t real or isn’t there.  You’re being old-fashioned and backwards.  But they had been told 

by the prophets to wait on God and to seek Him.  

 

 
And in the most unlikely place, at the most unlikely moment, the fulfillment of all those 

promises came bursting into reality in the birth of that tiny baby who would grow up to bear 

the sins of us all.   

 

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).  

 

Right down to the last detail of the prophets’ predictions, God has kept His Promise to us. 

 

 
Jesus’ birth in that tiny town of Bethlehem was the beginning of a much bigger story. It’s the story of 

a preacher who traveled the countryside healing the sick, performing miracles, and revealing the 

mysteries of the kingdom of God. It’s the story of how that man was without sin. It’s the story of a 

Son on earth whose life perfectly reflected his Father in heaven. 

 

It’s the story of how God himself hung on a cross and suffered the death that we deserved. It’s the 

story of how he rose from the grave, conquering death. How he went to heaven and will one day 

return.  It’s the story of how we can experience forgiveness and peace through him. 
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This is the journey of faith in Jesus.  

You see it starts with faith. 

 

Faith in a creator 

Faith in a bigger Plan 

Faith that God has created us with purpose 

Faith that God will keep his promises 

Faith that Jesus is Messiah – God with us (human form) 

Faith that Jesus died as the ultimate sacrifice for our sins 

Faith that he defeated death and hell and rose again and His sacrifice has made it possible for 

us to be in right relationship with God 

Faith that He is preparing a place for us – for eternity 

Faith that the Holy Spirit is our comforter and is with us  (God with us in Spirit) 

Faith that God is still at work in the world today 

Faith that He will fulfill His promise and return for us so that we may live for eternity with Him 

 

Christmas is the beginning of the earthly fulfillment of God’s promises – Christmas has no 

meaning apart from what Christ has done for us – without that it just becomes another holiday.     

 

But when we choose to remember why Christ (the light) came into the world, it should cause us 

to take action  

 

 
Faith awakened should cause us to take action in our lives.   

Like the wisemen, we are on a journey, a spiritual one.  Our faith is active – living, breathing 

hands and feet of God.  Our actions should be made with purpose, others should be able to see 

our faith by the action we take.  
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Charles Dickens wrote in a Christmas Carol after Scrooge has his change of heart “I will honour 

Christmas in my heart and try to keep it all the year.”  There is no biblical mandate for setting 

aside a time to celebrate Jesus’ birth, December 25th as Jesus’ birth date or “Christmas” is not 

actually in the Bible. However, during this season we have the opportunity to reflect on who 

God is and all he has done.   

 

Yes it is true that there is no Christmas without Christ.  But we are the ones who need to keep 

Christ in Christmas and show our faith throughout this season and all year round.  Christmas is a 

holiday, whether or not people choose to celebrate Christ.  We have had the privilege of living 

in a country where church and culture lined up for many years – but now the church is moving 

towards being counter cultural.  Because societies views and values have changed.  In this 

culture we are challenged to live out our faith and stand up for God even when it isn’t the most 

popular opinion.   

 

Our faith in action should make us different and should show God’s love and the hope that 

Jesus brings. What we celebrate at Christmas should reflect our faith in God and who he is.   

Because of Jesus’ birth we see the fulfillment of promises God made thousands of years ago 

and we are able to celebrate and keep the faith in the promises God has given us. We are able 

to have faith that God will keep his promises.   

 

 
Hebrews 11:1 says   

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 

If I were to take some water and put it into this kettle – I would expect the water to eventually 

boil.  I would plug it in and heat it up.  Now I cannot see the change that is happening at a 

molecular level as the water heats – however I should eventually be able to see the change in 

the water when it comes out of the kettle.  It should be hot – if I lifted the lid it is probably 

bubbling and there is usually steam involved.  The water is still water but it has been changed 

from the inside out. 
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Faith awakened should change us from the inside out.  Our faith in God is ultimately a heart 

issue.  If we ask God to come into our lives and change us – we should expect to be different. 

When we accept Christ in our lives and give him leadership and believe, we are developing our 

faith.  As we live for him and choose God’s ways our faith will be growing and changing us.  We 

may not see the effects of our faith till later on – but if our heart is willing, when we trust and 

live for God – eventually our faith should become evident in what we do.  But you have to make 

the choice to step out in faith and believe 

 

Faith is stepping out and doing what God has asked you to do when you can't see what will 

happen in the end. You don't know exactly what God's going to do in the end, but you know 

he’s asking you to step out in faith. Like the magi, that journey has to begin with faith, not in 

science, family or friends but in the one who created all those things and has a plan for you! 

 

We celebrate Christmas now because our Savior has come. And God is still keeping His 

promises. While we wait for Jesus to return, we trust that His word is true and that He 

will never leave us or forsake us. The coming of Jesus was proof that God keeps His Word. 

 

We can trust Him with our hearts and our lives.  

 

Living in the faith that Christmas brings, the faith of God’s promises should change us. 

 
1 Corinthians 13:13 says now abides faith, hope and love – and the greatest of these is love. We 

often talk about God’s love and loving others, Love is important.  But faith and hope are still 

important as well – I think that faith and Hope are not fully recognized until we understand 

God’s great love for us –A love that had Him send His son to us, to die for us as the ultimate 

sacrifice.  Our Love for God and all He has done can be found in the choice we make to follow 

him and the Hope we have in His promises.  And our Faith in who He is and that He will do what 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+31:8&version=ESV
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He says he will do, is lived out in our hearts and lives.  This cup represents our lives and this 

water represents God. (Start pouring water into cup)  When we accept and chose to follow God 

in our lives we are challenged to open up who we are even in the deepest part and let God in to 

influence us. Our lives should change from the inside outwards.  We may not instantly see the 

effect of the change, but as we grow in God, trust in Him and live out our faith, God with us / in 

us will change us.   

 

Many times we’ll come to the edge of faith in our own lives. We’re not sure where things are 

headed. Maybe it is a decision to start a relationship with Jesus for the first time. Maybe it’s 

sharing that there is a God who loves you and cares about you with a family member or a 

friend.  Maybe you need to trust him with a business decision or something related to a 

relationship. The people of Micah’s time never lived to see the birth of Jesus, but God still gave 

them the gift of hope through the words of the prophets. And faith in God and His promises is 

still alive today. Take a step of faith in your life – trust God with your situation. 

 
This Christmas I challenge you to look at who Christ is and the purpose of His coming and to let 

your faith awaken – and be lived out in your lives.  You can trust in the promises of God, you 

can count on him and have faith that he is with you from now till the end of time. 

Let us pray 

 
 


