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God is…       SUNDAY MAY 28, 2017 

It’s so amazing what God is doing in the lives of our kids and leaders! Superbook is part of our 

Sunday morning curriculum that our leaders use to teach the Bible to kids.  I am so thankful for 

all who invest in this generation and show them God’s ways you can come join our team 

anytime.   

Like Brian said in the video, we have world changers here, who have chosen to follow Jesus and 

I can’t wait to see what their journey with Him will look like. What their stories of faith will be!   

Let us pray 

How many of you like a good story? I love stories, I love looking at the lives of people in the 

Bible, the ways they followed God, the ways they messed up and the ways they grew to know 

and understand their faith.  I love how each and every book tells a story of God’s plan, of His 

love, how God is there, involved in the lives of His people, how they point to Jesus and reveal 

who He is. I love hearing stories from people of what God is doing in their lives, how the Holy 

Spirit is at work and the difference following Jesus makes to them!   

God knows the power of story, of sharing what has happened in your life and what He has 

done.    

He actually encourages the people of Israel to teach and tell the words of the Lord and all God 

has done in Deuteronomy 6:5-7 

5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength. 

 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them 

diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk 

by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 

They are not just told to love God, and live it out in all they do, they are also commanded to 

teach who he is and all that he has done and all He expects of us to each generation, so that 

they too can learn to Love God.  

But it’s not just about our love for God, It’s because God is Love, it’s about God loving us 

enough to send Jesus to make a way for us to be in relationship with Him.   

1 John 4:10 says 

10 This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to 

take away our sins. 
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SO our story begins with a God who loves us, but created us with free will.  He allowed 

humanities actions to have their consequences, but, has given Grace and a chance to be 

restored to relationship with him through Jesus! 

God is Love and He loved us so much that he sent Jesus His one and only Son so that whoever 

believes in Him will have eternal life.  

As we walk on our journey of faith there comes a time where we must choose.  Choose to 

follow Jesus … Today we have some stories to share and we begin with the why … why did I 

choose to follow Jesus? 

Video (Why Jesus) 

So there you are, doing life with Jesus, living for Him, life is better, it’s bigger, there’s so much 

more.  We experience the forgiveness Jesus brings and the Holy Spirit is at work in us.  We see 

that God is Love, we know that God is with us!  and then it happens … something comes our 

way that knocks us down, life deals us a blow, sickness, pain, anxiety, broken marriages, lose 

your job, don’t get a promotion, fail a test, don’t get a scholarship or a job, there is frustration 

and anger, we fail at something, lose a friend, feel depressed, something happens outside of 

our control, an accident, cancer, or the death of a loved one and the struggle begins: Why? How 

can you let that happen … I thought you Loved me God!  

Here is the test of faith.  You see god never promised that life would be easy, but He has 

promised that He will be there with us through it all – God is with us. 

Joshua 1:9  

9 This is my command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For 

the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 

Isaiah 43:2 says 

When you pass through deep waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, 

they will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the 

flames will not set you ablaze. 

Or psalms 118:6-7 

“The Lord is with me; I will not be afraid.  What can man do to me?  The Lord is with me; he is 

my helper.”  

God is with US … through everything that we are going through! Whether it be struggles of 

faith, of self worth, or of circumstance – He is there with us. 
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Video (Struggles) 

God is…. Aware of our struggles, He is the one who loves you, He is the one with your answer.  

He is the same yesterday, today and forever, He is powerful, your provider, your healer and 

your good good father.   I’ve heard it from the time I was a child, I’ve learned it in many times in 

my life.  I’ve grown to trust God more and more. But the lessons are still being learned.  The 

more I get to know God the more I realise I need to know God more, I love how he reveals 

Himself through the storms, I can’t always see it in the moment, but I can look back and see 

that He was there.  He never leaves us. God is with us – and I can’t even begin to imagine what 

it would have been like to go through some of the Biggest challenges in my life without Him 

being there at work in my life.  

The snow was falling as the car drove along the highway. As the car entered into its lane the 

driver didn’t see the patch of black ice up ahead. And the car spun and slipped on the ice 

turning into the oncoming traffic on the highway… bright lights headed toward the passenger 

side and then …. I woke up in the ICU.  That was January 31 2009. 

I still can’t remember it to this day … but apparently the car was t-boned on the passenger door 

by an oncoming car and I was crushed between the console and the dashboard.  The next thing 

I remember was being in the ICU, my parents, brother and aunt around my bed and nurses and 

doctors coming in and out.   

Laying there I said to my parents that I wasn’t scared … if this was the time for me to die, then I 

would be with God.  My faith was rooted in the promise of so much more and that God was 

with me.  I really wasn’t afraid to die … but my time here on earth wasn’t finished. 

The tally of injuries was extensive, I couldn’t walk, I could barely breathe and I lived in the 

hospital for 6 weeks and during that time all I could do was hold on to the promise that God 

was with me.  When I got frustrated with myself, Angry at the situation, or discouraged from 

the pain, God would bring to my mind Psalms 23 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads 

me beside the still waters. HE restores my soul. or the next part – yea though I walk through the 

valley of the Shadow of death, you are with me! 

When I wondered if it was worth it, struggling to stay alive, fighting the pain. Feeling completely 

broken and insignificant. I remember that the song – His eye is on the sparrow, would go 

through my mind and I would rest in him, my heart, my mind my soul and strength given over 

to God. 

in one instant my life as I’d known it had changed.  It was a miracle and I was alive… but the 

journey ahead was going to be a long one.   
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In those moments God and I had some pretty big talks … tears, frustrations, struggling with 

why, with physical pain, From learning how to walk again to bringing movement and mobility 

back to almost all of my body, to breathing issues … the accident had left me changed.  I came 

to understand that You can’t always choose your circumstance but you can choose how you 

will respond to it. 

But now I had a choice to make … How was I going to deal with this? With the pain, with the 

brokenness with the change in me, who I was had been greatly impacted.  My life had changed.  

What followed was a year of painful processing … physical, mental and emotional.   I loss my life 

as I had known it, I lost my job and I’d felt like I’d lost myself. I felt completely broken and 

worthless and couldn’t even recognize myself.  

I struggled with my Identity … who was I. 

Am I what I do? Am I what I achieved?  Am I the things I’ve done right or am I defined by the 

things I’ve done wrong? Does God really love me? WHY would he let this happen? 

My identity and self-worth had been shaken to the core … but somewhere in the midst of it all 

… I knew God loved me … as broken as I was … as shattered as I felt … God LOVES ME! 

And I learned a lesson: How I Identify myself determines How I approach life.  If I am what I do 

– I will always need to achieve more to find my value.  If I am what other’s say I am – I will 

always try to please people instead of my Heavenly father   

But if I listen to who God says I am and embrace His identity in me – I’ll find the freedom to live 

out all He has for me.  

God’s known me since the beginning 

 Psalms 139:15,16 You know me inside and out, you know every bone in my body; You 

know exactly how I was made, bit by bit,  how I was sculpted from nothing into something.  Like 

an open book, you watched me grow from conception to birth;  all the stages of my life were 

spread out before you,  The days of my life all prepared  before I’d even lived one day.  

God calls me His child 

  1 John 3:1  See how very much our Father loves us, for he calls us his children, 

and that is what we are! But the people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are 

God’s children because they don’t know him. 

I am wise and restored 
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1 Corinthians 1:30 You are God’s. He sent Christ Jesus to save us and to make us wise, 

acceptable, and holy. 

I am a brand new creation in Christ 

 2 corinthians 5:17  That means that anyone who belongs to Christ is a new person. The 

past is forgotten, and everything is new. 

I am Chosen and Holy and Blameless before God 

 Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we 

would be holy and blameless before [a]Him. In love 

I am a Masterpiece 

 Ephesians 2:10  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. 

I am LOVED by God 

 Proverbs 8:17 I love those who love me, and those who seek me diligently find me. 

I am made COMPLETE through the grace and Mercy of Jesus Christ my saviour 

 2 Corinthians 12:9  And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 

perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast [a]about my weaknesses, so 

that the power of Christ may dwell in me. 

When I see myself the way God sees me: Child of God, Wise and restored, new creation, 

Chosen, Holy and Blameless, A Masterpiece, Loved and made complete … then I can walk in 

confidence because I trust the one who answers the question … Who am I. 

God is with us – No matter what and The more time I spend with Jesus, growing, reading the 

bible, praying, and living my life for him,  

The more His purpose for me is revealed.  I am made to glorify God.  

In his Presence our Purpose is found.  

God is our purpose giver 

I began to understand that God could use me in my brokenness … because in his strength I can 

do more, and the brokenness in my life lets His light and power shine through. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A4&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29211a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+corinthians+12%3A9&version=NASB#fen-NASB-29032a
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This changes how we see things.  You see society tells us to go and find ourselves, pursue our 

passions, follow our hearts and desires … and the Gospel tells us to lose ourselves in Jesus 

Luke 9:23-25 

23 Then Jesus said to all the people: 

If any of you want to be my followers, you must forget about yourself. You must take up your 

cross each day and follow me. 24 If you want to save your life,[f] you will destroy it. But if you give 

up your life for me, you will save it. 25 What will you gain, if you own the whole world but 

destroy yourself or waste your life? 

Jesus had a way with words. He was as gentle as a lamb. He welcomed outcasts as friends, 

touched lepers to heal them and held children in His arms. But He also demanded utter loyalty 

and complete obedience—nothing else and nothing less. If we exclusively focus on His kindness 

and compassion, we understand only part of His character, His purpose and His heart. 

In His presence … Our Purpose is found…  and then we are challenged to live out God’s plans for 

our lives in obedience to his will. 

Jeremiah 29:11 reminds us For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

What does that mean? … it means that when we live life on purpose, GOD will use our lives for 

His glory and the plans he has for us are so much more than we can even begin to fathom. 

I started off reading a scripture from Deuteronomy 6, in the old testament, on the importance 

of loving God and telling who He is to each generation. 

Jesus takes it a step further in the New Testament in Luke 10:27 It says 

Jesus answered, "'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'" 

Living life on purpose isn’t just about you and God … it’s about you impacting others with God’s 

Love, helping them understand who he is, that he loves us and is with us no matter what and 

that He is the only one who gives life meaning and purpose.  Who we are is found in him and he 

renews us and gives us plans, passions and dreams that will glorify him when we live out our 

faith in action. 

Video (Serving/Passion) 

God gives us purpose, to truly glorify Him and follow Jesus means We choose righteous living 

and obedience—not only when we’re in church on Sunday morning, but all day, every day. We 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+9&version=CEV#fen-CEV-23280f
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live for God, not for ourselves. We study God’s Word, we pray, we give, we serve and we act 

like disciples of Christ—not to earn points with God and twist His arm so He’ll bless us, but 

because we’ve already been blessed beyond anything we can imagine! 

When we trust in Jesus, we join Him in death, and He raises us from the dead to new life.  

The Christian life, then, isn’t just a different set of moral laws, rigid rules or habits to follow. It’s 

dying to ourselves and being raised back to life in Him! Now everything is different. Nothing is 

the same. Things that used to be so important begin to lose their grip on our hearts. We want 

to know, love, serve and honour God out of a full heart of thankfulness. 

Our purpose has changed, our hearts are transformed and our loyalties are forever altered. 

Paul sums up the radical transformation in Romans 6:22–23:  

“But now you are free from the power of sin and have become slaves of God. Now you do those 

things that lead to holiness and result in eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free 

gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord”  

We get up, go out and care for people around us with love, humility and power.   

We tell the stories of what He has done and how He is at work in our life and encourage others 

to know Him too. 

How about you? Have you been living life on purpose?  

Where is your identity found?  

Who have you told lately of what God is doing in your life?  

Maybe you have been discouraged, frustrated or Hit hard by some circumstance in your life, we 

want to pray with you.   

Perhaps you needed to be reminded that God loves you, is with you and that He has a purpose 

for your life. 

Maybe you want to know more about Jesus and how you can follow him … We will have our 

prayer team here at the front at the end of the service to talk with, pray with and encourage 

you. 

This summer we have the opportunity to share Jesus with so many kids and youth and to 

encourage them to choose life with Jesus and live for Him.   

We need your help, we need your prayers for the lives of each of our leaders as they lead and 

invest their time this summer to impact kids with Gods’ love.  We need you to get the word out 
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to families with children about the amazing opportunities available for the kids this summer, 

information is available at the E-desk in the lobby.  And we need finances - $16,000 to be 

invested in creating as many opportunities as possible for children to come to camp.  The kids 

have created some special envelopes to be collected for the Benevolent offering today and you 

can give anytime over the next 3 months into the benevolent offering-summer ministries.  We 

will even receipt donations from businesses who want to support kids going to camp. 

I’d like to call the ushers forward to collect the benevolent offering 

Please give what you can, it can be cash, credit or cheque and it will all go into sharing Jesus 

with others and God’s love this summer. 

Let us pray 

 


