
THE STAR: A JOURNEY OF HOPE 

 

James Martin tells about a trip to the Holy Land. While there, he buys a nativity set for his Sunday 

School class. It was carved out of olive wood in the town of Bethlehem and had all the traditional 

figures: sheep and oxen; wise men and the shepherds; Mary, Joseph, and, of course, the baby Jesus. 

As he began the return trip home, he had to go through the very strict security at Tel Aviv airport. He 

didn’t figure that the nativity set would attract any attention but he was wrong. Each figure was carefully 

scrutinized and even X-rayed. Martin asked why they were being so diligent. The security officer said: 

"We must make sure there is nothing explosive in them."   

 

If you think about it, the Christmas story is explosive.  We have heard the story so many times that in 

some ways it has lost it’s meaning.  At the heart of Christmas is the powerful truth that God became one 

of us to save us.  Almighty God loved us enough to come to this earth, be born, live a perfect life, die for 

our sins, and then raise from the dead and give us the promise of new, abundant, and eternal life. 

 

Today we are starting our 5 week Christmas series.  We have called this series the Star – A Journey to 

Christmas.  Since today is the first Sunday of Advent, we are looking at the idea of Hope.  Turn with me 

in your bible as we read again this familiar story of the wise men; 

 

Matt 2:1  After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the 

east came to Jerusalem  2  and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 

his star in the east and have come to worship him."  3  When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, 

and all Jerusalem with him.  4  When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of 

the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.  5  "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for 

this is what the prophet has written:  6  "`But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  are by no means 

least among the rulers of Judah;  for out of you will come a ruler  who will be the shepherd of my people 

Israel.'"  7  Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had 

appeared.  8  He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon 

as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him."  9  After they had heard the king, 

they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over 

the place where the child was.  10  When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  11  On coming to the 

house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 

opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.  12  And having 

been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

 

We do not know much about these Magi who came from the East.  In the second century, an early 

church father named Tertullian suggested that the Magi were kings because the Old Testament had 

predicted that kings would come to worship him. He also concluded that there were three of them based 

on the number of gifts mentioned; gold, frankesence and myrrh.  The manufacturers of nativity scenes 

caught on so in every nativity scene, you see the three kings or wise men.  However the Bible doesn’t 

tell us who they were or how many of them came. 

 

In the original language they are called the “magi” from an ancient Persian word, “magoi” which was 

used to describe people who acted in very strange ways.  They were into astrology, spells and 

incantation and dressed in a very bizarre manner.  The Latin word is “magi” from which we get words 

like “magician.”  We don’t know who they were, where they came from or even how many of them 

there were.   

 



Why doesn’t Matthew tell us any of this information?  The emphasis is on the one thing that is central to 

this story, namely their statement, “we have come to worship.”  Jesus is the central character, not the 

Magi. 

 

It’s likely that these magi were descendants of the ten tribes of Israel that remained in Babylon after the 

time of Daniel and were then taken to Persia. Many of the Jews did not return to Israel after the captivity 

but chose to remain behind and were assimilated into the culture and religious practices of the Persians.  

These magi may not have been very orthodox in their faith, but still, they were looking for the coming 

messiah. They took literally the statement from Numbers 24.17: “A star will come out of Jacob; a 

scepter will rise out of Israel.” And so they searched the skies for hundreds of years looking for a sign 

that the messiah had come. And when they saw the star, they rejoiced and came seeking the one who 

was born king of the Jews. 

 

The Wise Men remind us in this story what Christmas is really about in three different ways. 

 

1. A Time to Seek (vs. 2) – Following the star 

 

Christmas is a time to seek the Lord.  It reminds us of the amazing truth that God entered our world as a 

baby.  Throughout history there are times when individuals and nations were drawn back to God.  We 

think of difficult events like 911.  Christmas is another time like this.  Many people that ordinarily 

would never set foot in a church through the year end up going to church at Christmas.  While many are 

trying hard to take Christ out of Christmas He is still the central message.     

 

The wise men came because they knew that something unique and special had taken place.  There are 

many stars in the sky but one appeared that was far different from the others.  From that they knew that, 

just as a new light had appeared in heaven, so a new life had appeared on earth that was different.  They 

followed the star to see if it signaled the Messiah’s birth. 

 

We don’t know exactly how far they traveled, but it is likely that they came from at least 700 to 1000 

miles away. Imagine traveling that far on the back of a camel. It would have been a long and difficult 

trip.  Give these men credit.  They really wanted to come and worship and there were willing to come a 

great distance to do so. They were serious seekers. 

 

Contrast them with Herod, the chief priests and teachers of the law. They were not the least bit 

interested. They didn’t care about the star.  They knew what the Bible said but they wouldn’t travel 6 

little miles down the road from Jerusalem to Bethlehem to check out what was happening. They knew 

the right answers. They just weren’t willing to make the effort to see if what they had heard, was true. 

 

Jer 29:13  You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.   

 

Christmas is a time to seek.  Seeking truth involves more than just an intellectual acknowledgement of 

the facts.  It involves action.  When I am hungry…I look in the cookie jar – refrigerator – cabinet (where 

my wife hides the chocolate chips) – freezer. I just keep looking until I find something good to eat.  

 

Matthew 5:6 reads “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be 

filled”. Let me ask you this morning -- How hungry are you in your search for God?  How far are you 

willing to go and what are you willing to do to find the one the star revealed? 

 

Psalm 8:17  I love those who love me, and those who seek me find me. 



Luke 2:25  Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was 

waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  26  It had been revealed to him 

by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ.  27  Moved by the Spirit, 

he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the 

custom of the Law required,  28  Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:  29  "Sovereign 

Lord, as you have promised,  you now dismiss your servant in peace.  30  For my eyes have seen your 

salvation,  31  which you have prepared in the sight of all people,  32  a light for revelation to the 

Gentiles  and for glory to your people Israel." 

 

Simeon was moved by the Spirit to go to the temple.  He could have stayed home and missed seeing 

Jesus, but he didn’t.  His anticipation led to action which led to adoration. 

 

December 21st is the winter solstice which is the longest night of the year and the shortest time of 

daylight in the year.  It's interesting when we're in the darkest part of the year, Christmas pierces the 

darkness with light.  This is what Isaiah saw about the coming Messiah. 

 

Isaiah 9:2  The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the 

shadow of death a light has dawned. 

 

The people of earth are still seeking, and they are still looking for a light to follow.  Wise men still seek 

Him.  There are so many who claim to know THE way and THE truth.  So many still live in darkness.  

People still need to see the way to peace with God and forgiveness of sins.  They are still hungry for a 

right relationship with God. 

 

I believe in Christianity as I believe the Sun has risen, not only because I see it but because by it I see 

everything else.  -- C.S. Lewis 

 

There are a lot of symbols at the Christmas season. All represent something. Santa Claus, mistletoe, 

wreaths, candles, etc. I’ve always admired the beauty of poinsettias, and decided to do a little research 

on them. You may know that they were named after Joel Poinsett, who happened to be the minister to 

Mexico, and a native of South Carolina. He introduced them to America in 1825. In Mexico the 

poinsettia is called "Flor de Noche Buena" (Christmas Eve flower).  It is truly the quintessential 

Christmas plant. When you see them appear in the stores, you know that Christmas is not far away. 

Traditionally, the star-shaped leaf pattern is said to symbolize the Star of Bethlehem, and the red color 

represents the blood sacrifice of Jesus for our sins. Just as this beautiful plant draws our attention to 

Christmas, the star over Bethlehem drew the attention of learned Magi (wise men). 

 

2. A Time to Worship (vs. 11a) – “We have come to worship” 

 

Christmas is also a time to worship.  This was why the Magi came – it was their purpose for coming.  

When the wise men saw the baby Jesus they worshipped him.  They were recognizing that this baby was 

different and special.  They were acknowledging who he was. 

 

David Dewitt states, "Though there are still many questions about the Magi that may be left unanswered, 

we can determine that they brought a fourth gift that is often forgotten by many. After they laid their 

treasures down before Mary and Joseph, they worshipped Jesus. This is the 4th Gift – the Worship of the 

King of Kings. These wise men from afar came not just to court favor but to proclaim that they believed 

Him to be the King of kings. The greatest gift that we can offer to Jesus this Christmas is our praise and 

worship." 



 

God calls us to worship everyday but Christmas is a special time to worship – but not just on Christmas.  

Did you come to worship today?  We learned in the 40 days of purpose that worship means much more 

than just singing a few songs. 

 

We remember this Christmas that God gave Himself for each one of us.  That Jesus laid aside His 

majesty and came to give His life for you and me.  We all worship something.  What do you worship?  

VIDEO 

 

The Son of God became man to enable men to become the sons of God. -- C S. Lewis 

 

Back during World War II a little boy and his daddy were driving home on Christmas Eve. They drove 

past rows of houses with Christmas trees and decorations in the windows. In many of the windows the 

little boy noticed a star. He asked his father, "Daddy, why do some of the people have a star in the 

window?" His daddy said that the star meant that the family had a son in the war. As they passed the last 

house, suddenly the little boy caught sight of the evening star in the sky. "Look, Daddy, God must have 

a son in the war, too! He's got a star in his window." Indeed, God has a son who went to war, but Jesus 

came into our world to go to war with sin. 

 

God clothed himself in vile man's flesh so he might be weak enough to suffer. -- John Donne 

 

3. A Time to Give Gifts (vs. 11b) – Bringing your best 

 

Lastly, Christmas is a time to give gifts.  This is not just the kind that you find under the tree.  The wise 

men came to Jesus bearing gifts.  They were costly gifts, the best things that they could possibly bring.  

So often in our day to day walk we bring to Jesus our leftovers and not the best that we have to offer. 

 

Today the focus of Christmas is often more on the receiving of gifts than the giving of them.  I know 

that this is the part of Christmas that our children look forward to the most.  Maybe we need to rethink 

that this Christmas: 

 

One year a Christmas afternoon visitor asked five-year-old Ruth, "Did you get everything you wanted 

for Christmas?" After a moment's hesitation, she answered, "No, but then it's not my birthday!" 

 

Let me close with an excerpt from Sharon Jaynes’ book, “Celebrating a Christ-centered Christmas”: 

An African boy listened carefully as his teacher explained why Christians give presents to each other on 

Christmas day. "The gift is an expression of our joy over the birth of Jesus and our friendship for each 

other," she said.  When Christmas day came, the boy brought the teacher a seashell of lustrous beauty. 

"Where did you ever find such a beautiful shell?" the teacher asked.  The youth told her that there was 

only one spot where such extraordinary shells could be found. When he named the place, a certain bay 

several miles away, the teacher was left speechless.  "Why ... why, it’s gorgeous ... wonderful, but you 

shouldn’t have gone all that way to get the gift for me."  His eyes brightening, the boy answered, "Long 

walk part of gift." God came from heaven to a manger, from a manger to a cross, from a cross to the 

grave and from a grave back to heaven.  And we ask, "Why all this trouble, God?" And God would say 

to us, "Long walk part of gift." 

 

What gift do you bring to Jesus this morning?  What will you lay at the manger this Christmas?  This 

Christmas give God the greatest gift you can give – yourself.   What do you give to the person that has 



EVERYTHING.  We offer Him our love.  How do we do that?  Matt 22:37-38 says that God wants us to 

love Him 3 ways: 

 

a. God wants me to love Him thoughtfully – with our minds   

b. God wants me to love Him passionately – with our heart and soul 

c. God wants me to love Him practically – with all our strength   

 

God created the entire universe and He created you but there are three things God does not have unless 

you give them to Him.  He doesn’t have your attention (mind) or your affection (heart) or your ability 

(strength) until you give them to Him.  

 

The world's stingiest man went Christmas shopping, but everything he saw was too expensive except a 

$50 vase that was on sale for $2 because the handle had been broken off. He bought it and had the 

salesman ship it by mail so that his friend would think he had paid $50 for it and that it had been broken 

in shipment. A week after Christmas he received a thank you note from his friend. "Thank you for the 

lovely vase," his letter said. "It was so nice of you to wrap each piece separately." 

 

The greatest gift you can bring is your heart.  Follow the light, see Jesus in a new way through worship 

and then give Him your heart this Christmas.  Bring your time, treasure and talents to the manger. 

 

There is a movie that always comes on around Christmas called "The Gift of the Magi?"  The story is 

about a young married couple who are very much in love. Christmas is approaching and neither one has 

enough money to buy the other a Christmas gift. Each of them has one prized possession that they hold 

dear to themselves. Something they treasure very much   Della has beautiful waist length long hair.  Jim 

has a beautiful pocket watch that belonged to his grandfather.  In her love for her husband,  Della goes to 

a wig maker and sells her hair in order to buy Jim a beautiful gold chain for his watch.  Jim in the mean 

time, sells his watch in order to buy Della a beautiful set of combs and hair brushes for her hair.  Each 

one out of their love for the other sacrifices the one thing they prize the most for the other.  Here is the 

last paragraph of the short story the movie is based on: 

 

"The magi, as you know, were wise men.  Wonderfully wise men who brought gifts to the Babe in the 

manger. They invented the art of giving Christmas presents. Being wise, their gifts were no doubt wise 

ones.  And here I have lamely related to you the uneventful chronicle of two foolish children in a flat 

who most unwisely sacrificed for each other the greatest treasures of their house.  But in a last word to 

the wise of these days let it be said that of all those who give gifts these two were the wisest.  Of all who 

give and receive gifts, they are the wisest.  They are the magi." 

 

Give the gift of yourself to God this Christmas. 

 

The Wise men -- seek Him 

The Wiser men -- find Him 

The Wisest men -- follow Him 

 


