
ANGELIC PEACE 

 

Often we hear the song “I’m Dreaming of a White Christmas” played during this season.  It talks about 

wanting a white Christmas ‘just like the ones I used to know…’  Often in life we crave the familiar.  

The tree has the same ornaments from years ago, the same decorations, the same traditions.   

 

However, the first Christmas was anything but ordinary.  A virgin teenager gets pregnant.  A 160 KM 

trek to Bethlehem.  God born in a manger.  Wide eyed shepherds and visiting wise men from the east 

following a star.  The greeting on one Christmas card goes like this:  “Christmas is just plain weird. 

What other time of year do you sit around staring at a dead tree in your living room and eat candy out 

of your socks.”  And in the middle of it all, angels.  Lots and lots of angels. 

 

We sometimes miss that the Christmas story is a study in the supernatural.  Ray Pritchard states: “Take 

the supernatural out of Christianity and all you have left is a religious book club.”  Throughout the 

Christmas story we see the supernatural revealed.  In his book called, “Rumors of another World,” 

Philip Yancey writes, “The Bible presents a…view of reality that encompasses both the familiar 

visible world and an invisible world that coexists as a kind of parallel universe.” 

 

Back in 1986 Frank Peretti wrote a book called This Present Darkness.  Anyone remember reading that 

book?  It tells the story from the perspective of earth and also the perspective of heaven.  I remember 

after reading that book I would be walking down the road and thinking to myself “I wonder what is 

happening around me right now in the spiritual realm?”  We sometimes forget that there is a battle 

raging around us the spiritual realm all the time.   

 

Angels appear in more than half of the books of the Bible.  There are over 300 references.  We see 

from the bible that they have three primary responsibilities. 

 

The first is to magnify God.  Whenever we get a glimpse of heaven we see angels worshipping.  The 

number one job of angels is to worship God. 

 

Nehemiah 9:6 You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the highest heavens, and all their 

starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, 

and the multitudes of heaven worship you. 

 

Job 38:7 … the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy 

 

In revelations we see the angels worshipping before the throne of God.  The first job of angels is also 

our first and highest calling in life, to worship God.  That is what they and we were created for. 

 

The second thing angels do is that they act as messengers of God.  The word “angel” comes from the 

Greek word ANGELOS and literally means messenger. Their job is to do what God sends them to do. 

Often that means communicating a message to us.  Sometimes that message is one of Good News like 

it was at Christmas.  Other times it can be a message of judgement. 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:7 ... This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire 

with his powerful angels. 

 

These are not the cute and cuddly things we put on the top of our Christmas trees.  The Book of 

Revelation is full of powerful angels and they are anything but soft and pretty. 



The third thing angels do is that they minister to people.  God sends them to help us when we are in 

need. 

 

Hebrews 1:14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation? 

 

Most of the time angels are not seen; they minister faithfully and invisibly behind the scenes.  

However, there are occasions when they break into our world, appearing for a short time to accomplish 

a specific purpose.  Sometimes their appearance is very apparent.  Other times they can come and no 

one even knows because they can make themselves look just like ordinary humans. 

 

Hebrews 13:2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels 

without knowing it. 

 

It is impossible to read the Christmas story without understanding a little about angels because it 

begins with them and ends with them.  The message of Christmas was so pivotal and important that 

God did not rely upon earthly channels of communication to bring it.  Instead, He called upon His 

angels to make the announcements. 

 

Philip Yancey refers to a concept called, “thin places,” where the natural and supernatural worlds come 

together at their narrowest, with only a thin veil between them.  As we read the Christmas story, there 

are many of these thin places.  There are many times when messengers from the angelic world make an 

appearance into our world.  I want to look at four of these occasions from the Christmas story and see 

how the characters involved in each of these encounters handled it. 

 

1.  Denied and Doubted (Luke 1:5-25) 

 

The first appearance of an angel in the New Testament takes place in the opening verses of Luke when 

Gabriel, one of only two named angels in the Bible (the other being Michael) appears to Zechariah to 

tell him that he and his wife Elizabeth were going to have a son.  They had no children we are told 

because “Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years.”  Zechariah was a priest and 

when it was his turn to serve in the temple to burn incense, an angel of the Lord appeared to him. 

 

Luke 1:11-17 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of 

incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel said 

to him: "Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a 

son, and you are to give him the name John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will 

rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or 

other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. 16 Many of the 

people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the 

spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the 

wisdom of the righteous--to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." 

 

Even though Zechariah had been praying for a child and even though he was a priest serving in the 

temple, he did not believe what the angel said.  He responds asking, “How can I be sure of this? I am 

an old man and my wife is well along in years.”  Notice that he is not questioning HOW this could 

happen, but IF this would happen.  He is not doubting the method, he is doubting the message.  He is 

doubting the word God had given him through the angel.   

 

There are times that we are like Zechariah.  Instead of accepting in faith we demand proof  



What if you told your son or daughter, "I put 100 dollars in the bank for you for Christmas." And they 

responded to your gift saying, "Are you sure? How do I know you actually did what you say you did?  

I want to see the deposit slip."  You say to them, "believe what you want, but the money is there!"  

They answer, "Well, I am going to go to the bank and withdraw it all so that I can see it, and then I will 

put it back in.  That is the only way I will know for sure that you have actually done it"  How would 

that make you feel?  When told about the risen Christ, Thomas said, "unless I see it, I will not believe 

it."  Later Jesus comes and shows him and says to him, “blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed.”  Seeking signs and wonders dishonors God and can be dangerous to man. 

 

The angel responds saying; 

 

Luke 1:19-20 The angel answered, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent 

to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak 

until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper 

time." 

 

There are times that God speaks to us and we doubt His message.  We question the message, IF we 

heard Him right or IF the bible is true.  We demand a sign to prove it.  To question the message is to 

question the messenger. 

 

On Nov 30 former president George HW Bush passed away.  Back in March 11, 1991, President Bush 

was visiting a school.  An eight-year-old named Anthony Henderson came and sat down beside him as 

he read a book. Suddenly in the midst of the reading Anthony Henderson queried, "Are you really the 

President?"  The president was surprised by the question as he saw the serious look on the boy’s face.  

He responded, "Yeah, you mean you didn’t know that?  Did you think I was a pretend guy or 

something?"  Then he muttered, "how can I prove it to you?"  So the president of the United States 

proceeded to pull out identification from his wallet. "Let’s see now, here is my driver’s license; see it 

says George Herbert Walker Bush".  The boy did not  seem convinced so he pulled out other items 

identifying him.  He said "Here is my American Express Card; here is a picture of my grandchild and 

here is one of my grandsons playing baseball".  There is a picture in the March issue of USA Today of 

Anthony Henderson sitting with a puzzled President examining his American Express Card.  No matter 

what he did, he could not prove who he was. 

 

There are times that God speaks, but we doubt His words.  More than that, we doubt the one who 

spoke those words.  Because of his doubts, Zechariah looses his ability to speak until the baby is 

born.  We see that eventually he does learn the lesson.  When John is born the first words out of 

Zechariah’s mouth are what should have been the first words out of his mouth when he first heard the 

message.  They are words of praise.  He breaks into a prophetic song.  He starts saying; 

 

Luke 1:68 Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his 

people… 

 

His prophetic song ends with the words of Isaiah which we read last week; 

 

Luke 1:79 … to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the 

path of peace." 

 

2.  Not Sure but Surrendered (Luke 1:26-38) 

 



In the next angelic encounter is when Gabriel appears to Mary six months later. 

 

Luke 1:28-33 The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is 

with you." 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 

be. 30 But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31 You will 

be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32 He will be great and 

will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 

and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." 

 

Notice that, unlike Zechariah, Mary does not question IF this would happen but HOW this would 

happen.  She replies “How will this be … since I am a virgin?”  She is not doubting the message, she is 

simply wondering how such a thing is possible.  In this case, the angel is happy to answer; 

 

Luke 1:35-37 The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even 

Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in 

her sixth month. 37 For nothing is impossible with God." 

 

There are times God tells us things and we wonder HOW such a thing is possible.  Even though Mary  

did not fully comprehend what the angel was saying, she accepts it saying “I am the Lord's servant … 

May it be to me as you have said.”  She did not fully understand it, but she accepts it. 

 

As you walked into this church this morning you walked past our elevator.  Elevators are amazing 

things.  You stand on the ground floor of a 27-floor building and press the button for an elevator.  By 

faith eventually you hear a ding and the door opens.  You are now presented with a metal box.  You 

now have to make a decision.  Are you confident that this metal box will safely take you to the floor 

you want to go to, provided that you have the faith to step into it.  It is an act of trust.  Stepping into an 

elevator is saying that you are confident (you have faith), that this device is safe and that it will take 

you to where you want to go.  Stepping into it is a form of personal trust.  You step into it, and it does 

the rest.  Your faith in the elevator does not make it work, it is simply trusting that it has the power to 

take you where you want to go.  Faith is stepping into Christ, trusting in His power to take you where 

you need go. 

 

3.  Accepted and Acted Upon (Matthew 1:18-25) 

 

The next angelic encounter we read about in the New Testament is when an angel appeared to Joseph.  

When he learns that his fiancée Mary is pregnant, he immediately knows that he is not the father, and 

he fears for her safety since married or engaged people in those days could be stoned for their 

unfaithfulness.  He does not want to expose her to public disgrace, so he decides to divorce her (break 

off the engagement) quietly.  An angel appears to him in a dream to tell him what was really 

happening.  

 

Matthew 1:20-24 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 

said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." 22 All this took place to fulfill what the 

Lord had said through the prophet: 23 The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and 

they will call him Immanuel -- which means, "God with us."  



So how did Joseph respond to the angelic message?  He responds with immediate faith. 

 

Matthew 1:24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 

Mary home as his wife. 

 

We will be looking more into the life of Joseph in two weeks, but for now it is important to simply see 

the faith that he had in response to the angelic message.  There is no questioning.  There is no delay.  

He simply did what the angel had commanded him to do.  Joseph accepted and acted.  I am sure that 

there were people that questioned his decision.  There were probably those who thought that he was 

making a huge mistake. 

 

In the movie The Matrix there is one scene where Morpheus is standing before the council and asked 

to defend his actions.  He believes that Neo is the chosen one.  He is confronted by another soldier who 

says to Morpheus ""Not everyone believes what you believe Morpheus". Very calmly and boldly he 

replies "My faith doesn’t require that they do."  I totally agree with that.  My faith isn’t built upon the 

notion that I have to convince others.  My faith isn’t weakened when someone else says they don’t 

believe what I believe.  My faith doesn’t change to suit the climate of the current culture.  My faith is 

built upon my relationship with Jesus Christ.  It is demonstrated in my trust.  Don’t allow the world to 

define your faith.  Ultimately your faith is determined not by what you say, but by what you do.   

 

In the North Atlantic, sailors have often observed icebergs traveling in a direction opposite to the 

direction that strong winds are blowing.  They are moving against the winds, but how?  The 

explanation is that icebergs are mostly under the water surface.  It is there that they are moved by 

strong ocean currents.  No matter what storm is raging above the surface, they are only moved by what 

lies beneath the surface.  In the Christian life, no matter how strongly the winds of passing opinion, we 

should not be moved by the believer who has a depth of living in the currents of God’s grace should 

move toward righteousness. 

 

There’s one more reaction to the angels … 

 

4.  Believed and Broadcasted (Luke 2:8-20) 

 

The final angelic visit I want us to look at is what Bev will be talking about next week.  It is when the 

angels came with the birth announcement of Jesus to the shepherds. 

 

Luke 2:8-17 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks 

at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy 

that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 

Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 

manger." 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying, 14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests. 15 When 

the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to 

Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." 16 So they hurried 

off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen 

him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 

 

One ordinary night, near a small town in the middle of nowhere, to a bunch of ordinary guys, the 

greatest announcement of al time was made.  How did they respond?   



They left their sheep and they went to see for themselves what had happened.  When they had seen 

him, they told everyone they could about the miracle that had happened. 

 

They believed, they beheld and then they broadcasted.  What a great model for all of us as believers. 

They heard the angelic message and they believed what the angels said.  They believed in it so much 

they were willing to leave their sheep and go into the town to see the baby that they had been told 

about.  It was not an easy thing for shepherds to leave their sheep, especially at night.  That was the 

time that predators often came.  They could have lost their sheep, they risked their livelihoods to go 

into town.  However, they were willing to do it.  They laid everything else aside to go and see for 

themselves what the angels had told them. 

 

Luke 14:25-27 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 If anyone 

comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters --

yes, even his own life -- he cannot be my disciple. 27 And anyone who does not carry his cross and 

follow me cannot be my disciple. 

 

Which Christmas character most represents where you’re at today?  Maybe you have heard God speak 

but you are you denying and doubting?  Don’t be like Zechariah.   God is real and God is able. 

 

Maybe you have heard God speak but are still a bit uncertain.  It is OK to ask questions, but in the end 

what is most important is that we surrender our own will to God.  Like Mary we must be willing to be 

and do whatever God asks us to.  Christina Rossetti wrote a poem called the Bleak Midwinter which 

ends with these familiar lines; 

 

What could I give Him poor as I am?  If I were a shepherd, I would give Him my lamb. 

If I were a wise man, I would do my part.  What can I give Him?  I’ll give Him my heart! 

 

Maybe you have heard God speak and you are ready to accept and act upon it.  If that is the case then 

get up and put feet to your faith.  Don’t delay.  Move on what God is telling you to do, no matter what 

the cost.  At the Nicene Council, an important church meeting in the 4th century A.D., of the 318 

delegates attending, fewer than 12 had not lost an eye or lost a hand or did not limp on a leg -- lamed 

by torture for their Christian faith. 

 

Maybe you have heard God speak a message of hope and good news to you.  Don’t keep it to yourself.  

Make sure you go and tell others about it.   Have you ever noticed the middle letters in the word 

“evangelism”?  That word has the word ‘angel’ in it.  The word angel means messenger.  You can be a 

messenger of God’s good news today.  You can only do so when you are at peace with God.  When 

you are filled with the hope that spoke about last week. 

 

Back in the 1950s life changed for the people who lived in 6 villages along the St. Lawrence river west 

of Cornwall ON.  The town of Aultsville, Dickson’s Landing, Moulinette and others fell into disrepair.  

No one was cutting their grass.  Houses sat empty, falling apart with fading paint and missing shingles.  

Churches, schools and stores were overgrown with bushes and had missing windows and doors.  All 

improvements and repairs in these town seemed to suddenly stop. Why?  Because a dam was being 

built in Cornwall that would result in all these towns eventually being flooded.  What was the use of 

painting a house if it were to be covered with water in a year or six months?  Why repair anything 

when the whole village was going to be wiped out?  So, week by week, these towns became more and 

more overgrown, more gone to seed, more lifeless.  There is no power in the present unless there is 

peace, hope and faith in the future. 


