
THE POWER OF FAITH 

 

Faith is part of everyday living.  When you are sick, you go to a doctor who you do not really know.  

He gives you a prescription you cannot read.  You take it to a pharmacist you have never met.  They 

give you a chemical you have never even heard of to treat an illness that you do not fully understand --

- and yet, you take it.  Now, that is living by faith! 

 

Today we are starting a new summer series called Daring Faith.  Today I want to look at Number 

chapter 13.  After Moses had lead the nation of Israel to freedom out of Egypt they had crossed the 

Red Sea and come to a place called Kadesh.  From there he sent out 12 spies to go into Israel and do 

reconnaissance, to check things out before they crossed the Jordan River and entered the land.  When 

the 12 spies returned from the promised land they gave their report.   

 

Numbers 13:30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, "We should go up and take 

possession of the land, for we can certainly do it." 31 But the men who had gone up with him said, 

"We can't attack those people; they are stronger than we are." 32 And they spread among the Israelites 

a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, "The land we explored devours those living 

in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of 

Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the 

same to them." 14:1 That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 2 

All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If only we 

had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! 

 

Today we are starting a series called Daring Faith.  Over the coming weeks we will be looking at what 

if means to have a faith that dreams, a faith that risks.  What happens when we do not have faith? 

 

1. We focus on the Difficulties 

 

When the spies came back and gave their report to Moses they started by saying that the land was 

indeed a very good land.  They said; 

 

Numbers 13:27 They gave Moses this account: "We went into the land to which you sent us, and it 

does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 

 

However, instead of focusing on the positives, 10 of them immediately began to focus only on the 

negatives.   

 

Numbers 13:28 But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are fortified and very large. 

We even saw descendants of Anak there. 

 

The people there are bigger than we are.  The people there are stronger than we are.  The people there 

live in cities that are fortified, all we have are our crude tents.  Nothing but negative. 

 

Remember that these are the same people that just saw God deliver them from Egypt.  The saw the 

plagues.  They witnessed the Passover.  They saw how God opened the sea and destroyed the army that 

was pursuing them.  The saw the cloud that lead them by day and the fire by night.  They had seen all 

of that, but only chose to focus on the negative. 

 

 



When you look at problems with eyes of fear, they only get bigger.  The more you look at the problem 

the more exaggerated it gets.  Someone criticizes you, and you just focus on it.  The more you do so 

the more exaggerated the words become and pretty soon you feel like the whole world us criticizing 

you.  That is what happens when you focus on the negative. 

 

Years ago took a bunch of youth to a youth ministry training event in Chicago.  We were staying a 

Moody Bible College.  One evening a few other youth pastors went to play basketball.  I joined them.  

We ended up walking to the Union Center – a sport complex near Moody.  We were just setting up a 

pick up game of basketball when a guy came out and said he had some people and could they play with 

us.  We said sure, figuring he was also at the conference.  In walked 5 of the tallest guys I had ever 

seen in my life.  They were on the Chicago Bulls farm team – the players that could go on to play 

professional basketball.  The 5 guys we had were all short, out of shape youth pastors.  We looked like 

grasshoppers to them.  This feeling of fear and doom came over us.  Then one of the guys said “can 

you believe this – what an amazing opportunity!  How often do guys like us get to play against guys 

that someday will be on the Chicago Bulls!”   It totally changed our perspective. 

 

OK, here is a test.  Name the two spies that saw the positive, that had faith.  That is easy right?  Joshua 

and Caleb.  We all know the answer to that.  So can anyone here name any of the other 10 that did not 

have faith, that only focused on the problems?  Shammua, Shaphat, Igal, Palti, Gaddiel, Gaddi, 

Ammiel, Sethur, Nahbi or Geuel?  We remember the guys who stepped out in faith, but no one ever 

remembers the critics.  No one remembers the naysayers.  No one remembers the ones that did not see 

with eyes of faith but with eyes of fear. 

 

2. We forget our Divinity 

 

That means that we forget God.  We forget that He is with us and is helping us.  When you focus on 

the problems in your life you begin to forget the blessings. Notice what the spies said, “We seemed 

like grasshoppers in our own eyes …”  When you focus on the difficulties it exaggerates the problems 

and the result is that we begin to underestimate our own abilities.  They had been slaves for 400 years, 

and even though they had been delivered out of Egypt, they are still slaves.  Slaves to their own minds.  

Slaves to their identity.  Even though they were the chosen people, they saw themselves only as slaves. 

 

Philippians 4:13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength. 

 

Has their ever been a time in your own life when someone said something about you that was not true, 

but you believed it anyways?  Someone who told you that you were uncoordinated or ugly or dumb or 

worthless, and you believed them?  That is a self imposed prison.   

 

Years ago we did a program here at the church called Celebrate Recovery.  It helped people deal with 

addictions in their life.  If you go to an AA meeting you will hear people stand up and say something 

like this, “Hi, may name is Joe and I am an alcoholic.”  While it is good that they are identifying their 

struggle, the problem is that they are allowing that struggle to continue to define them.  At Celebrate 

Recovery people stand up and say, “My name is Joe, and I am a follower of Jesus Christ who struggles 

with alcohol.”  See the difference?  Focus on your strengths, not your weaknesses.  Remember that 

God is with you. 

Doubt sees the obstacles; Faith sees the way.  Doubt sees the darkest night;  Faith sees the day.  Doubt 

dreads to take a step; Faith soars on high.  Doubt questions, "Who believes?"  Faith answers, "I!" -- 

Gregory Dawson 



3. We fall into Discouragement 

 

Notice what happened because of their lack of faith.  They got discouraged.  They lost hope.  When 

you take your eyes off what God can do and only focus on what you can do, it is discouraging. 

 

Numbers 14:1 That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 

 

That is what happens when you focus on the negative.  When you walk with eyes of fear instead of 

eyes of faith.  You have a great big pity party.  Poor little us. 

 

The beginning of anxiety is the end of faith; and the beginning of true faith is the end of anxiety. -- 

George Muller 

 

4. We face Division 

 

So what was the end result?  We see in the next verse; 

 

Numbers 14:2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron … 

 

It says that all the Israelites began to grumble.  There was division between them.  The people were 

afraid, so they stopped listening to what their leaders were telling to them.  Fearful people are often 

very insecure people, and insecure people are usually critical people.  When you focus on the negative 

around you, it is only a matter of time before you also start focusing on the negative within you.  That 

leads to insecurity within you and bitterness towards others around you. 
 

5. We face Destruction 

 

In the end, their lack of faith did not only hurt them, it displeased God.  God was angry with them.  It 

placed them in a position of judgement. 

 

Numbers 14:10-12 But the whole assembly talked about stoning them. Then the glory of the LORD 

appeared at the Tent of Meeting to all the Israelites. 11 The LORD said to Moses, "How long will 

these people treat me with contempt? How long will they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the 

miraculous signs I have performed among them? 12 I will strike them down with a plague and destroy 

them, but I will make you into a nation greater and stronger than they." 

 

Now, let me contrast that with what the Bible says happens when we start to live our lives seeing 

everything by faith, learning to be a dreamer, learning to see God's vision, learning to look at things 

not as they are but as they could be. How do you do that and what difference does it make in my life? 

Let me explain this to you. Write this down.  

 

What happens when we see with eyes of faith?  Let me give you five things.  I could give you many 

more than this, but today let me give you 5 benefits of faith in your life;  

 

1. Faith reduces our Problems 

 

Seeing with the eyes of faith means that you see your life from God’s perspective and not your own.  

When you focus on God who is VERY big, your problems have a way of becoming very small.  The 

greater your God, the smaller your problems. 



What discourages us and destroys perspective is our tendency to measure ministry on too small a scale. 

We lose the wide-angle view because we're riveted on the close-up. Using a microscopic lens, even a 

harmless spider looks like a hairy, horrible monster. Most of us would never clean cobwebs from the 

house if we focused on the close-up view of spiders.  -- Jack R. Van Ens 

 

Genesis 18:14 Is anything too hard for the LORD?  

 

The answer is NO.  With God, nothing is impossible.  The word impossible may be in your 

vocabulary, but it is not in God’s.  Faith reduces your problems because it focuses on God and not you. 

 

2. Faith releases our Possibilities 

 

Faith moves mountains.  When we have faith it opens the doors to miracles in our lives. 

 

Mark 11:22-23 Have faith in God, Jesus answered. 23 I tell you the truth, if anyone says to this 

mountain, 'Go, throw yourself into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart but believes that what he 

says will happen, it will be done for him. 

 

We all have mountains in our lives, things that seem immovable.  Have you ever faced a problem and 

just thought to yourself “this is never going to change.”  This relationship is never going to change, 

these finances are never going to come in, this illness is never going to be healed…  If you have 

already decided that there are some things in life that cannot be changed, then it is like a self-defeating 

or self-fulfilling prophecy.  How do you know that problem will never be changed?  How do you know 

that God cannot do something that is completely beyond anything you can ask or imagine?  Faith 

opens the door to miracles in our lives because it allows God to move, and our God is in the mountain 

moving business. 

 

Matthew 13:54-58 Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and 

they were amazed. "Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?" they asked. 55 

Isn't this the carpenter's son? Isn't his mother's name Mary, and aren't his brothers James, Joseph, 

Simon and Judas? 56 Aren't all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?" 57 

And they took offense at him. But Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown and in his own house is a 

prophet without honor." 58 And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of faith. 

 

Maybe you are here today and you are wondering why God is not doing many miracles in your life.  

Let me ask you a simple question, are you asking for miracles?  Are you open to and expecting 

miracles?  Do you have the faith that God is able to move the mountain that is before you?  That does 

not mean that God will do whatever you expect Him to do, but it does open the door for him to do 

what you may not even be able to imagine He can do. 

 

Matthew 9:27-29 As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, calling out, "Have mercy 

on us, Son of David!" 28 When he had gone indoors, the blind men came to him, and he asked them, 

"Do you believe that I am able to do this?" "Yes, Lord," they replied. 29 Then he touched their eyes 

and said, "According to your faith will it be done to you" 

 

The blind men cried out for help.  They sought Jesus out and they received what they asked for.  What 

does it mean “according to your faith will it be done to you?”  That does not mean that God is our 

servant, that He has to do whatever we ask Him to do.  God is not like a genie in a bottle.  You rub the 

lamp and you get your 3 wishes.  God does not work like that. 



It means that, if you expect God to do a lot in your life, He will.  If you expect God to do very little or 

nothing in your life, He will.  Remember the story when Elijah tells the widow to get jars and to fill 

them with oil; 

 

2 Kings 3  Elisha said, "Go around and ask all your neighbours for empty jars. Don't ask for just a few.   

 

How much oil was produced in that miracle?  Enough to fill the jars the woman brought.  She decided 

the extent of the blessing.  So how much faith do you have?  Faith for 10 jars or 20 or 100 or a million? 

 

3. Faith rests in Promises 

 

One of the ways we build faith is by standing on the promises that God has made to us in His word.  

There are more than 7000 promises in the bible.  When we stand on these promises and take God at 

His word it builds our faith to expect great things of Him. 

 

Remember that old movie from the 80 Goonies?  These kids find an old treasure map in the attic.  

They could have just figured that it was a fake and thrown it away.  Instead, they believed that there 

was a REAL treasure and they followed the map until they found it.  The map fueled their faith and 

resulted in them saving their homes. 

 

4. Faith results in Power 

 

The bible and history is full of people who had faith to believe God.  They went out and did 

extraordinary things.  They did things that they had no idea were even possible.  

 

Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is at work within us 

 

God’s is at work within us.  Faith releases that power.  I think in my life of what I may have missed out 

on simply because I did not have enough faith. 

 

5. Faith runs with Perseverance 

 

Faith not only unlocks God’s power in our lives, it give us endurance when we face trials and 

difficulties.  A life of faith is not a life free from pain.  Faith does not take the problems away.  The 

nations of Israel was still going to have to face the giants in the promised land.  They were still going 

to have to fight.  Faith does not remove the struggle, it simply gives us hope in the midst of the 

struggle.  Faith does not always remove the storm, but it does still the storm within you. 

 

I remember reading the stories of Corrie ten Boom who was a young woman sent to the Nazi death 

camps, the prison concentration death camps of Buchenwald and Auschwitz. She said that the people 

who lasted in those camps were those who had the deepest faith. Why? Because faith gives me the 

power to hold on in tough times. It produces persistence. It gives you the ability to bounce back. Study 

after study after study after study has shown that probably, the most important characteristic you could 

teach a child and probably the most important characteristic you need in your own life if you're going 

to make it in life is actually resilience. It's the ability to bounce back. It's the ability to keep going. 

Why? Because nobody goes through your life with an unbroken chain of successes. Everybody has 

failures, flops, duds, mistakes. 

 



2 Corinthians 4:8-10 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 

9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our 

body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 

 

So why are we doing a series called Daring Faith?  Because we want all of us to have great 

expectations of what wants to do in and through us. 

 

Years ago America started the space race with Russia to see who was going to get to the moon first. 

For a while, Russia led the way. They were sending up cosmonauts first.  One of the first men to circle 

the earth was a man named Yuri Gagarin.  He was an atheist.  After his return from space he said, "I 

searched the heavens and I found no God." All of the atheists applauded and said, "Yeah, Yuri, you 

just proved there is no God."  

 

A few months later, John Glenn went into space and circled the earth three times. When John Glenn 

came down, his first words in his interview were, "I saw God everywhere." He said, "I felt his glory in 

the heavens. I saw his presence in the stars, I felt his power in the sun. I saw God everywhere."  So 

which one of these men was telling the truth? The answer is, they both were. 

 

John 3:3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is 

born again." 

 

You can't see what God is doing behind the scenes. You can't see the miracles. You can't see the 

mighty things he's doing. You just can't see it because you're not tuned in. You can't see the promises.  

 

Billy Graham was doing a crusade at Shea Stadium in New York. The airplanes from La Guardia 

Airport flew over the stadium, dozens by the hour. On the opening night of counsellors training, 

Graham was talking from the podium as the engines roared overhead. He paused, glanced up and 

quietly said, "We’ll have to do something about this noise. This just won’t do." He bowed his head and 

said a simple prayer to the effect: "Lord, we ask you to shift the wind and send these planes in another 

direction. Thank you. Amen."  The counselors were pretty shocked at such a prayer and didn’t really 

know what to expect. But God did it. He answered their prayers in a wondrous way! The morning 

newspaper reported that the winds had changed during the night, and the airplanes over Shea Stadium 

had to be routed another way. For several days thereafter, thousands of people came to Christ under 

Graham’s anointed preaching. At the end of the crusade, the winds reverted to their normal flow, and 

the airplanes returned to their normal flight patterns. 


