
THE REALITY OF HEAVEN 

 

Maybe you have heard the story of the Major League baseball pitcher who was praying and suddenly 

God appeared to him in a vision.  God asks him if there was any one question He could answer and the 

pitcher says, “I’ve always wondered if there is baseball in heaven.”  God pauses and says “Well I’ve 

got good news and bad news.  The good news is YES, there is there is baseball in heaven.  The bad 

news is you are scheduled to be pitching next Tuesday.” 

 

Let me ask you a question this morning, would that really be such bad news?  Last week I was at Camp 

Rokawah.  We had an amazing time.  It was a good break for me, a time to get away and refocus.  As I 

was wondering what to speak about this morning I wanted to talk about something encouraging, 

something to lift our spirits.   

 

Heb 11:13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things 

promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were 

aliens and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country 

of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had 

opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country -- a heavenly one. Therefore 

God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them. 

 

Today I want us to look towards our heavenly home. Though we may only see it from a distance I 

hope it will encourage you.  I can’t wait to get to heaven.  It is going to be a blast.  Let me give you the 

top 10 reasons why I am looking forward to heaven: 

 

1.  WE GET A NEW HOME 

 

John 14:2 In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going 

there to prepare a place for you. 

 

I like the King James Version of this verse because it says MANSIONS. That sounds nice.  There is no 

such thing as a perfect house in this life.  Our house here in Brampton has it’s share of problems.  We 

replaced our pool liner this April, but then just a month later it sprung a hole so it had to be completely 

redone.  Every time it rains we get water in our basement.  There are all sort of problems. 

 

Sometimes you think that if you just started from scratch you could do it right the first time and build 

the perfect house, but even that does not work.   We had the chance to build a house from scratch when 

we lived in Niagara-on-the-Lake and even that did not end up exactly the way we wanted it. Sacrifices 

had to be made. Because of cost, corners had to be cut. It turned out nice, but it was just a house.  

 

Have you ever dreamed of living in a mansion? Have you ever driven by some of the huge places 

around Brampton and wondered what it would be like to live in one of them? 

 

I remember the first apartment that Naomi and I had when we were married.  It was SMALL.  Then we 

spent two years living on a ship with a room that was only a third of the size of my office here at the 

church.  Naomi was pregnant, and every time she needed to go to the bathroom at night I had to get up 

and fold up our bed just so she could open the bathroom door. 

 

I know there are many here who live in very small rooms. I want to say to those of you who struggle 

with their earthly home today, in heaven you get a new one, and it will be wonderful! 



2.  WE GET A NEW BODY 

 

2 Cor 5:1 Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, 

an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed 

with our heavenly dwelling 

 

Is anyone else here fed up with your body. I tell you the older I get the more I look forward to trading 

in this body for a newer model.  In heaven we will get a new body that will be perfect. We will not 

have to deal with sickness and disabilities anymore. 

 

Joni Eareckson Tada became a quadriplegic as a result of a diving accident in 1967.  That means that 

she has lived as a quadriplegic for the last 52 years.  That is a LONG time.  Through the years she has 

experienced more than her share of pain and heartache. She once said that “Heaven has become my 

heart’s home, the place where I will finally belong. The place where I will get a brand new body… In 

the world’s finale something so glorious is going to happen that it will atone for every single tear 

we’ve ever cried. God is going to give us the key that will make sense out of what now seems to be 

such senseless suffering. Heaven is going to be a place of no more disappointment, no more grief but 

joy. Heaven’s joy.” 

 

3.  WE GET NEW FOOD 

 

Rev 19:9 Then the angel said to me, "Write: `Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper 

of the Lamb!’" And he added, "These are the true words of God." 

 

Have you ever noticed that in almost every post resurrection encounter the disciples had with Jesus 

there was food involved?  When He appeared to the disciples on the road to Emmaus he went in and 

broke bread with them.  When He appeared to the disciples they gave him some fish to eat.  When He 

later appeared to the disciples on the Sea of Galilea they had breakfast together. 

 

Heaven is going to be the mother of all buffets. I don’t know about you but I like to eat. I’m not talking 

about eating just to satisfy your hunger. I’m talking about EATING – when the food is expensive and 

delicious. What is the most perfect meal you can remember ever having in your life? Next to heaven 

that is like eating out of the garbage bin behind McDonalds. 

 

We have gone as a family a few times to Disney World in Florida.  The last few times we have gone 

we have had the Disney Dining plan included.  That means that you can order ANYTHING YOU 

WANT!  When we normally go out to eat I am always looking at the price.  I tell the girls they have to 

have water and no desert.  Disney is different.  You can have whatever you want.  I typically will order 

the most expensive thing on the menu every day. Steak, shrimp, lobster, you name it we ate it. Stuff we 

would never think of ordering normally because it is too expensive. I can’t wait for heaven’s feast. 

 

And that is just the food we know about.  I remember when I had sushi for the first time.  It was like 

“where have you been all my life!”  There are many earthly foods I still have not been able to try.  So 

what do you think heavenly food is going to be like?  Ok, some of you are looking hungry and I know 

it is almost lunch time so we had better move on… 

 

4.  WE GET NEW FRIENDS 

 

 



Think of all the people that you are going to get a chance to meet in heaven. When was the last time 

you met someone who was pretty famous?  Think about it…  When I visited the Logos Hope a few 

years ago I was sitting eating lunch and author Philip Yancy came and sat down next to me.  I had 

about a thousand question I wanted to ask him but I restrained myself and just said something like 

“hey, nice to meet you.  Love your work…”  Who is it that you are looking forward to sitting down 

with in heaven and having a conversation with?   

 

What it is going to be like to ask Moses what parting the Red Sea was really like? Asking Daniel to 

explain what it was like hanging out in the lion’s den. Asking Peter what walking on water was like.  I 

wonder what hanging out with a Seraphim will be like!  Mostly I just look forward to hearing the 

stories of normal people like me and you whose lives were radically saved and transformed by the love 

of Jesus. 

 

5.  WE GREET OLD FRIENDS 

 

Think of all the people that you have been separated from in life that you will be able to see again in 

heaven.  It has been so long since I spoke with my dad.  I was watching some old movies the other day 

and realized that almost every person I saw was not gone.  It seems the older you get the more people 

you start losing from your life. It is hard to say goodbye to loved ones. It is hard to keep them close as 

the years pass. 

 

One of the amazing things about heaven is that you will never have to say goodbye ever again. When 

we lived in Kuwait we would try to go back to Canada every couple of years.  It was always hard to 

get settled because we know that in just a short time you will have to pack up again and leave.  It is 

never fun saying goodbye.   

 

In heaven there are no more goodbyes.  The people you see will be always there.   

 

6.  WE GET A NEW START 

 

I am so tired of sin. I am tired of the constant struggle that rages within me. I know that the grace of 

God covers our sins and that they were paid for by Christ on the cross. The problem is that every time 

we blow it we are letting God down. 

 

Rom 7:21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 22 For in my 

inner being I delight in God’s law; 23 but I see another law at work in the members of my body, 

waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my 

members. 24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 

 

Did you ever have a parent who said they were disappointed with you? Do you remember how much 

that hurt? Even more than a spanking.  I know that the love of God covers our sins but it hurts every 

time I sin because I feel I have disappointed my creator. In heaven there is no more sin. No more 

crying over stupid mistakes. No more guilt. A fresh start. A clean slate. 

 

In this life we are justified through the cross. God found a way to declare us as righteous because our 

debt has been paid. In heaven we will not only be declared righteous but we will BE righteous. What a 

day of rejoicing that will be! 

 



7. WE GET A NEW WORLD 

 

I love exploring. I have visited some amazing places on this earth, but even the best this world has to 

offer is always flawed. This world we live in was broken by the fall of man just as we were:  

 

Rom 8:19 The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed. 20 For the 

creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, 

in hope 21 that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the 

glorious freedom of the children of God 

 

In heaven there will be a new earth. In Revelations John tries to describe what the heavenly city will be 

like. He tries to convey what transparent gold and Jasper and all the precious stones are like but words 

fail him. I recently read of a man who visited a distinguished artist at his studio. He found the artist 

there with an open Bible in front of him while he was arranging squares of colored glass. "I have made 

a singular discovery," he said, "these are the precious stones in the foundation of the New Jerusalem, 

and when placed in the order described in the vision they form a perfect harmony of color. Were a 

convention of artists called to produce a perfect color-scheme, they could not improve upon it." 

 

God created the world we live on in 7 days. Not bad for such a short period of time but it was only his 

first attempt. Jesus has been preparing a place for us in heaven for 2000 years. As the late Keith Green 

once said “we are living in a garbage dump compared with what is going up there”! I can’t wait for the 

wonder of exploring heaven. 

 

C.S. Lewis in his final book of the Narnia series describes heaven as an onion, only the further in you 

get the bigger it becomes. Each inner layer is larger than the one above. I can’t wait to explore not only 

the new earth but also the new heavens that God is preparing for us.  

  

8.  WE GET A NEW WORK (REST & RESPONSIBILITY) 

 

Heaven is not going to be just sitting on a cloud for eternity. Some people get the idea that heaven will 

be boring. We will get the rest we need but also a new responsibility – a new way of serving God.  

 

After this new building is completed I am looking forward to taking a bit of time for vacation.  Next 

year I get a sabbatical – 6 weeks off.  I am really looking forward to it.  During that 6 weeks I am still 

going to be doing things.  As retired people know, too much rest is not a good thing.  If I just went 

home and sat in front of the TV for 6 weeks I would be bored out of my mind.  I am really looking 

forward to being able to do a variety of things that I do not normally get to do.  I am looking forward to 

this because using your gifts and abilities in service to God is pleasure. 

 

In heaven you will get to serve and it will not be a burden but a blessing. 

 

9.  WE GET A NEW WORSHIP 

 

What is the most powerful worship service you have ever experienced. I remember sitting on the top of 

a mountain by myself praising the Lord. I also have been in some very big churches before. I 

remember being in a stadium of more than 20,000 voices singing to the Lord. The voices were so loud 

it was like thunder. That was powerful.  

 



However, no matter what we have experienced here on earth – heaven will blow it away! Just imagine 

the worship in heaven. I imagine all creation will join in with our praise.  

 

Day after day the 4 living creatures and the 24 elders around the throne of God cry out HOLY HOLY 

HOLY IS THE GOD ALMIGHTY. Why do they keep repeating that? I believe it is because every 

time around the throne they find out something new about God’s holiness. While there may be times 

worship on earth gets tedious – worship in heaven will not get boring! 

 

10.  WE GET TO SEE GOD 

 

The thing I look forward to most about heaven is that we will finally see God. How many times have 

you stood here and lifted up your voices to sing trying to imagine that moment when you will see the 

one who died for you? Many time I have felt the presence of God in a worship service and it has been 

overwhelming. However, what would it be like if Jesus suddenly appeared in this place right now. 

What would you say? What would you do? 

 

The beloved hymn “Over the Sunset Mountains” by John Peterson, was penned during the his 

meditation on the piano. Sure that it’s message would catch on, Peterson confidently approached a 

publisher. “We would like to use it,” the approving publisher said after glancing over it. “But we have 

one little suggestion. Can you take out the reference to Jesus and enlarge a little more on heaven?” 

Heaven without Jesus? Unthinkable! Clutching his manuscript, Peterson walked from the publisher’s 

office with another song coming on: “I have No Song to Sing, But That of Christ My King.” Both 

songs became favorites within the Christian community. 

 

I look forward to the day when Jesus will meet me at the finish line. I want to hear those words “well 

done good and faithful servant”. I can’t wait to see Him. 

 

A few years back the number one record in America for three weeks was Elvis’ greatest hits.  It came 

out 25 years after he died!  In spite of his enormous success, Elvis was, according to friends, an 

unfulfilled and unhappy man.  He died of obesity and drug dependency at the age of 42.   In an 

interview with his wife, Priscilla, she said this about her husband: “Elvis never came to terms with who 

he was meant to be or what his purpose in life was.  He thought he was here for a reason, maybe to 

preach, maybe to serve, maybe to save, maybe to care for people.  That agonizing desire was always 

with him and he knew he wasn’t fulfilling it.  So he’d go on stage and he wouldn’t have to think about 

it.”  Elvis didn’t have a clue where to begin to look.  In a sense, he was lost. 

 

A curious fact about Elvis…the only Grammy awards he ever won were for his gospel songs.  He was 

nominated many times.  However, out of 250 million albums sold, he won twice for the song “How 

Great Thou Art” and once for his 1972 album, “He Touched Me”.   One song on that album is the song 

“He is my Everything”: 

 

After the lightening and thunder, after the last bell has rung, 

I want to bow down before Him, and hear Him say, “Well done.” 

He is my reason for living, He is my King of Kings. 

I long to be in His possession.  He is my everything. 

 

Maybe you are here today and you are have grown tired in your race of faith. Maybe you have lost 

sight of the finish line. Be encouraged today. It’s hard not to be encouraged when you are a day from 

vacation. Rekindle that day before vacation sense of expectancy. 



For the Christian, Heaven isn’t simply a destination; it’s a motivation -- Warren Wiersbe 

 

I know that heaven will be even greater that what I have tried to communicate this morning. I know 

that it will surprise us in ways we cannot even now imagine. 

 

When a mortal man speaks anything of that eternal blessedness of the saints in glory, he is like a blind 

man discoursing about the light which he has never seen, and so cannot distinctly speak anything 

concerning it… In a way it is akin to a man writing a travel guide for a land he has never visited or 

seen. It is to attempt to describe the indescribable with words which cannot come close to expressing 

the glory of heaven. -- CH Spurgeon 

 

If you are here today and your heart has been captured by the thought of heaven but you still don’t 

know if you are going there then you can make sure before you leave this church today. 

 

Ruthanna Metzgar was a professional singer who was invited to sing at the wedding of a very wealthy 

man. The wedding and reception was on the top 2 floors of Seattle’s Columbia tower. She and her 

husband Roy were excited about attending. After the wedding the guest headed up a set of stairs to the 

hall where the reception would be. At the door was a man greeting people and checking to see if their 

name was on the guest list. When she arrived at the door she announced her name and the man said he 

could not find her on the list. "But I just sang at the wedding" she replied. The man looked again and 

said "I’m sorry but if your name is not on the list you can’t get into this reception. A waiter came and 

escorted the couple past the tables full of food, ice sculptures and delicious deserts to a service elevator 

and then pressed the G for parking garage. On the way home the husband asked what had happened 

and she said "when the invitation came by mail I was busy and forgot to send back the RSVP. I just 

figured that since I was singing at the wedding I could go to the reception". 

 

Make sure your name is in the lambs book of life. Receive Jesus as your savior today. 


